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The Messenger

A Message From The Mayor’s Desk

It seems like a lifetime has gone by since the pandemic hit in March
of 2020. Our lives have been turned upside down. Families have lost
loved ones. Events have been cancelled. School teachers, students,
and parents have struggled with remote learning. Small businesses have
suffered terrible financial losses. Millions of workers have been
unemployed, and many others have become heroes taking care of us.
Today, I watched a video of a critical care nurse in New York become
the first person in America to receive the new COVID-19 vaccine. Once
again America, a union striving to become more perfect for all people,
demonstrated the entrepreneurial spirit that is the hallmark of our
Nation’s character. The Federal Government and the private sector
pharmaceutical companies are to be applauded for developing a vaccine
within one year.
The nurse that took the first shot encouraged us all to not hesitate
to take it when it becomes available. I want to add my encouragement
to hers. No shortcuts were taken with the science. Our Nation’s top
medical scientists followed procedures. The medical community tells
us we need about 60%-70% of the population to become immune through
vaccination if we are to have a chance to return to life as we knew
it. If you have questions talk to your family doctor. As a reminder,
when we put our mind to it and mobilize, American can do amazing
things. In 1939 the DuPont Company converted a farm field in Seaford
to the world’s first nylon producing plant in 9 months. When President
John Kennedy challenged us to land men on the men, we did so in 1969.
The Town continues to progress through this difficult situation. New
homes are being built and many are being remodeled. South Central
Avenue is really showing signs of renewal. My compliments to the
homeowners who have invested in Laurel’s future.
I’m still waiting for the day when we can announce the start of
construction for new businesses in the Route 13 Corridor, which were
delayed by COVID-19. The renovation project at the Mill Dam on Willow
Street is nearing completion and looks great. Drive by and check it
out. In about two years DEL-DOT will complete an upgrade to the walkway
in Janosik and Venables Parks to North Central Avenue. Eventually,
this walkway will extend to the west under the railroad bridge to
Roger C. Fisher Park.
More parks and recreational opportunities are coming in the future.
It will take some time since the State budget has taken a hit from
the pandemic making grant funding difficult.
Finally, to our Christian citizens I hope you had a “Merry Christmas,”
and to those citizens of other faiths I hope you enjoyed “Happy
Holidays.” Let your faith help you through the next six tough months.
Perhaps, Independence Day 2021 will be Laurel’s big coming out party.
Respectfully,
Mayor John J. Shwed
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Town News

Community Development Block Grant

A Mayor & Council Public Hearing was scheduled on
Monday, November 16, 2020 to hear a presentation
regarding the Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG). Mr. Brad Whaley from Sussex County was in
attendance to present a brief overview of the CDBG
funding to both the Mayor & Council and citizens and
to answer any questions.

What is CDBG Funding?

Mr. Whaley explained that CDBG funding is funded by
the Delaware State Housing Authority (DSHA) where
both Kent County and Sussex County apply for the
funding. He stated municipalities apply for the CDBG
funding to help allow restoration and rehabilitation
of low- income housing. Mr. Whaley stated there is a
Community Waiting List and homeowners must meet the
necessary requirements in order to receive CDBG
funding.

Homeowner Requirements To Receive CDBG Funding

Listed below are the requirements a homeowner must
meet to receive CDBG funding:
•
A household must be below the 80% of median
income, under $42,500.
•
A 2-person household must have a median income
under $48,000.
•
A 4-person household must have a median income
under $60,700.

Town of Laurel: CDBG Funding Statistics

Listed below are statistics of CDBG Funding that the
Town of Laurel has received.
•
In the last 10 years, the Town of Laurel has
received $687,000 of funding resulting in 56
rehabilitated households.
•
During 2020, the Town of Laurel has received
$122,500 of CDBG funding.
•
There are currently 19 households on the
Community Waiting List.

Town Hall COVID-19 Protocols

The Town of Laurel is continuing to practice the
necessary safety pre-cautionaries that will help
protect both our town staff and town citizens.

COVID-19 Protocols When Entering Town Hall
•

•

•

Everyone who enters Town Hall must wear a face
covering.
Maximum of one person may enter the Administrative
Offices, Code Department, and Alderman Court at a
time. If someone is in either office, please exit
and wait until they have exited the office before
entering.
Residents may still utilize the payment window and
the payment drop box if they still choose to do so.

The town will continue to abide by the State of
Delaware’s regulations and rulings regarding safety
and capacity.

Traditional Neighborhood Zoning &
Large Parcel Development Overlay
District

In the past recent months, the Planning &
Zoning Committee have been reviewing and
recommending the necessary updates to the
Town of Laurel’s Zoning Code. During the
early winter, the Planning & Zoning
Committee met with Ms. Pfiel from KCI to
establish
a
Traditional
Neighborhood
Zoning (TND) and an amendment to the Large
Parcel Development Overlay District (LPDOD) The town must adopt a TND Zoning to
comply with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.

Public Hearing: TND & LPD-OD Zoning

On Wednesday, November 18, 2020 a Planning
& Zoning Public Hearing was held regarding
the presentation of the TND & LPD-OD
Zoning. The Planning & Zoning Committee
recommended the TND & LPD-OD Zoning to
Mayor & Council for approval.
Traditional Neighborhood District
The purpose of a TND Zone is to allow
development that is consistent with design
principles of a traditional neighborhood.
A traditional neighborhood is compact, that
includes residential, commercial, civic,
and open space uses that are close in
proximity
to
each
other
in
the
neighborhood.
Large Parcel Development Overlay District
The purpose of an LPD-OD is to develop new
and to redevelop older sites in a way that
reflects the urban design and scale of the
Town of Laurel. This district provides for
design ingenuity while protecting existing
and future developments.
Mayor & Council Meeting: February
A
public
hearing
is
scheduled
for
February’s
Mayor
&
Council
Meeting
regarding both zoning amendments for Mayor
& Council’s approval.
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Town of Laurel’s
General Municipal Election 2021

The Town of Laurel will be holding their General Municipal Election in the spring of 2021.
Please review the following General Municipal Election Rules and Requirements, in order
to be eligible to vote in this upcoming Municipal Election.

General Municipal Election: Date & Time

DATE: Thursday, March 25, 2021
LOCATION: Laurel Fire Department
TIME: 1:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

Municipal Election Requirements
Who Can Vote?

•
•

All residents who are citizens of the United States and a bona fide resident of the
Town of Laurel for at least thirty days prior to the date of the General Municipal
Election.
Who are eighteen years of age, are eligible to register and vote.

How To Become a Registered Voter?
•
•

•

Voters may register at the town office during regular business hours Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Voter Registration Forms are available at Town of Laurel’s website at
www.townoflaurel.net or at Laurel Town Hall.

The Registration Deadline to be a Registered Voter is Thursday, February 25,
2021.

Candidate Filing Forms

If you are interested in running for Town Office, a Candidate Filing Form must be submitted
to the Laurel Town Office by Thursday, February 18, 2021. Forms are made available at
Laurel Town Hall during regular business hours Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

General Municipal Election 2021: Open Positions for Re-Election

Listed below are the following positions that are opened for re-election at this year’s
coming General Municipal Election 2021:

•
•
•
•

Mayor
Council-At-Large
Ward 2
Ward 3

Absentee Ballot Voting Option

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Town of Laurel will be offering registered voters an
Absentee Ballot option. If you are interested in voting by an Absentee Ballot, please
contact the Laurel Town Hall at (302)-875-2277 for more information.
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Snow and Ice Removal

Just a reminder that snow or ice must be removed
from the sidewalks and pavements within 24 hours
after the falling snow has ceased.
The Town Manager is authorized to remove any
accumulated snow and ice from any property
located within the corporate limits of the Town
of Laurel whose owner fails to remove accumulated
snow or ice within 24 hours.

Just A Reminder

If possible, remove vehicles parked on the road
to allow for plowing.

Snow Shoveling Safety Tips

Snow Shoveling Safety Tips

Many of us enjoy waking up in the morning
witnessing a fresh blanket of white snow covering
the cold ground. Snow can be a beautiful powdery
substance and it can quickly turn into an icy and
dangerous situation. Did you know that snow
shoveling causes many injuries and nearly almost
100 deaths each year? According to the American
Heart Association, shoveling snow can put
individuals at risk of a heart attack. While
shoveling snow may seem like a simple task it can
turn dangerous in an instance. Shoveling snow can
cause a strain on the heart just as the cold
weather may be a leading factor in heart strains.
The cold weather can cause an individual’s heart
rate and blood pressure to increase causing a
blood clot and constrict the arteries, which
reduces the blood supply. It’s important to take
pre-cautionary snow shoveling safety tips to
reduce health risks (Why do people die shoveling,
2020).

Mayor’s Excellence Award & Chief
Civilian Citation Award

In early September of 2020, Mr. David King
noticed a gentleman along the rode side in
distressed. The elderly gentleman had begun
riding his bicycle near his residence and
became
disoriented
and
confused.
The
gentleman had been riding his bicycle all
night and ended in Laurel. Mr. King realized
the gentleman was dehydrated and confused and
he provided him with food and water. Mr. King
contacted Chief Wright and the Laurel Police
Department regarding the gentleman. The
gentleman had traveled 26 miles away from his
residence. The gentleman was transported back
safely to his residence and family members.
On November 16, 2020 Mayor & Council Meeting
Mr. King was awarded the Mayor’s Excellence
Award from Mayor Shwed and the Chief Civilian
Citation Award from Chief Wright. With Mr.
King taken an initiative of helping a
gentleman in need it resulted in a positive
outcome of the gentleman being safely relocated with his family.

Pictured Below is the Award Presentation

Snow Shoveling Safety Tips
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do not shovel after eating or while
smoking.
Take it slow and stretch out before you
begin.
Shovel only fresh, powdery snow.
Push snow rather than lift.
If you do lift, use a small shovel or
partially fill the shovel.
Lift with your legs, not your back.
Don’t work to the point of exhaustion.
Know the signs of a heart attack and stop
immediately and call 911 if experiencing
any signs.

Title: Why do people die shoveling
Date: 2020
Publisher: National Safety Council
Website: https://www.nsc.org/
URL: https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/toolsresources/seasonal-safety/winter/snowshoveling
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Tidewater Park Playground Presentation

The Town of Laurel and various partners are
continuing to secure the necessary funding for the
completion of Tidewater Park. During this past
December, Mayor & Council announced that the town
was a recipient of a $200,000 Delaware State Parks
Matching Grant for the completion of Phase 1 at
Tidewater Park. Phase 1 of Tidewater Park includes
the installation of the 2-5 years age group play
area consisting of “How the Beaver Got Its Tail,”
and the “Turtle Sandbox.” The grant was matched by
various partners including: State Representative
Dukes and Senator Richardson by utilizing CTF Funds
and the Laurel Redevelopment Corporation.

Overview of Tidewater Nature-Based Playground

During the September’s Mayor & Council Meeting, a
Mr. Scott Lean from Kompan Playground and Fitness
Solutions gave a Power-Point presentation pertaining
the proposed designs of Tidewater Park’s Playground.
Mr. Lean explained the purpose of building the
playground at Tidewater Park is to include:
security,
visibility,
availability,
shelter,
aesthetics, audiences, and exposures.

Wilson Street Repaving
Project

The Town of Laurel will be completing a
street repaving project. On the November
16th Mayor & Council Meeting a Bid
Opening/Approval
for
Wilson
Street
Repaving Project was recommended and
approved by Mayor & Council. The town
received funding for the project by
State Representative Dukes and Senator
Richardson. The town awarded contractors
George & Lynch in the amount of
$106,400.04 to perform the project. The
town also requested to implement a
change order to include the Delaware
Avenue Sidewalk Paving Project along
with the Wilson Street Repaving Project.
The project was proposed to be completed
in the beginning of the New Year.

A Playground Will Have Three Target Areas:
•
•
•

A 5 to 12 year’s old play area.
A 2 to 5 year’s old play area.
A sensory area.

What Is Tidewater Park?

Tidewater Park is a piece of the Ramble Project,
where it will consist of a nature base playground.
This park will be environmentally friendly due to
its ability to produce a greener infrastructure and
provide a stormwater management with a constructed
wetland.

Funding Secured for Tidewater Park
•Matching Grant State of Delaware Division of Parks

and Recreation (CTF Funding Matched)
•Matching Grant Delaware Department
Resources
(CTF Funding Matched)
•Matching Grant Delaware State Parks

of

Natural

Tidewater Park Projects Completed






Kayak Launch
Bioswale and Constructed Wetlands
Construction of Foot Bridge
Crush/Run Walkway
70 trees’ planted at Tidewater Park (A
special thank you to Nanticoke Watershed
Alliance and volunteers who came out who
volunteered their time this past October.)

Overview of Nature-Based Playground
Presentation

To view the Nature-Based Playground Presentation please
click the link below:

Link:

https://kompan.app.box.com/s/ngkhr6olqvtshlvrzucj8mvns4zk
jspo

Major Subdivision: Sussex County
Habitat for Humanity
A proposed major subdivision was
submitted by Sussex County Habitat for
Humanity in November. The proposed
subdivision will include a subdivision
of 5 single family homes with a Town
Centered District zoning located at West
Front Street. The proposed property is
where the old ice cream plant sat, and
it is approximately an acre and a half
in size.
In November, Sussex County Habitat
for Humanity submitted their Sketch Map
Submission, which was accepted by the
Planning
&
Zoning
Committee.
In
December, a public hearing was held
regarding the proposed subdivision and
their Preliminary Plan was accepted by
the Planning & Zoning Committee. In
order
for
the
subdivision
to
be
completed, Sussex County Habitat for
Humanity must submit their proposed
Final Site Plan to the Planning & Zoning
Committee.

Police Department Message
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Reminder Dates

Town Hall Closing Dates
New Year’s Day:
• Friday, January 1, 2021
Martin Luther King Jr. Day:
• Monday, January 18, 2021
President’s Day:
• Monday, February 15, 2021

The holiday season may have been
different to all this year with limited
gatherings
and
restrictions.
Despite
a
different holiday season, the Laurel Police
Department continued their annual tradition of
giving back to the community they serve. On
Christmas Eve Chief Wright and Cpl. Grandos
traveled throughout town handing out early
Christmas gifts to children. Children were
given a stuffed animal with the help of a
donation from the Iron Legacy Motorcycle Club.
On Christmas Day Chief Wright handed out candy
canes to the residents of the town.
During the fall,
the Iron Legacy
Motorcycle Club held a fundraiser for the
Laurel Police Department Canine Unit. The
chapter
consisted
of
members
from
the
following
states:
Massachusetts,
New
Hampshire,
Connecticut,
New
York,
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Indiana, Maryland, and
Delaware.
The
money
raised
from
this
fundraiser will be utilized for the Laurel
Police Department K-9 partners needs.

Day Light Saving Begins
Sunday, March 14, 2021

Laurel Police Department
Address: 205 Mechanic Street
Phone #: 302-875-2244

“Our Community, Our Commitment”

Mayor & Council Meeting Date’s Schedule: January 2021- April 2021

Note: During this past December Mayor & Council Meeting the Mayor & Council elected to
hold only in-person Mayor & Council Meetings again when it will be comfortable to do
so. The Mayor & Council elected to tentatively to schedule January’s Mayor & Council
Meeting by utilizing via ZOOM. Please continue to visit the town’s website and town’s
Facebook Page pertaining updates of Mayor & Council Meetings.

January Schedule

Monday, January 4, 2021
Tuesday, January 19, 2021

February Schedule

Monday, February 1, 2021
Tuesday, February 16, 2021

March Schedule

Monday, March 1, 2021
Monday, March 15, 2021

April Schedule

Monday, April 5, 2021
Monday, April 19, 2021

Agenda’s Posted

Agenda’s are posted on
the town’s website and
town’s Facebook Page

Website:

www.townoflaurel.net

“First Meetings of Each Month Are Held Open If Needed”
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Trash, Yard, &
Recycling Reminders
Only Place These Items In Recycling Container

Just a friendly reminder
that your large canister is utilized
for trash and your small canister is
utilized for recycling. Note that
your trash canister and your recycle
canister
cannot
be
used
interchangeably.

January 2021
Sunday

Monday






Flattened Cardboard
Metal Cans
Paper
Plastic Bottles & Jugs

How To Prepare Your Recyclables?
(1.)

Empty. Clean. Dry.
•
Keep all recyclables free of food and
liquid.
Don’t Bag It!
•
Never put recyclables in containers or
bags.

(2.)

Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

NEW YEAR’S DAY

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

5

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

12

19

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

Sunday

Monday

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

TRASH PICK-UP

14

21

27

16

22

23

29

30

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

28
RECYCYLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

9

WEST SIDE OF
TOWN
15
TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

2

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule

Tuesday

1

8

7

RECYCLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

20

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

FEBRUARY 2021

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

13

TRASH PICK-UP

EAST SIDE OF
TOWN
26

6

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

Wednesday
2

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

3

Thursday

Friday
4

Saturday
5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN
11
RECYCLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN
10
YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

9

16
23

17
24

18
25

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN
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MARCH 2021

Sunday

Monday

Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule

Tuesday

1

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

Wednesday
2

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

9

Monday

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

4

Saturday
5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

10
YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

11
RECYLCE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

16
23
30

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

17
24
31

18
25

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule

Tuesday

4

3

Friday

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

APRIL 2021

Sunday

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

Thursday

Wednesday

6

Thursday

7

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

1
8

Saturday
2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

YARD WASTE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

RECYCLE
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

13
20
27

14
21
28

RECYCLE
EAST SIDE OF
TOWN

Friday

15
22
29

TRASH PICK-UP
WEST SIDE OF
TOWN

30

Western Sussex Boys & Girls Club

MONDAY-THURSDAY 6-8 & FRIDAYS 6-10

(For More Info: Contact Chris Horsey @ (302-875-1200 or chorsey@bgclubs.org)

T EENs
I nspired
TO
A ct
N ow
316 N. Central Ave
Laurel, DE 19956

BOTVIN
LIFE CHANGING DISCUSSIONS
CHARACTER BUILDING ACTIVITIES

“

AGES 13-19”

MALE & FEMALE GROUP MENTORING
REMOTE LEARNING ASSISTANCE
RECREATION ACTIVITIES, COMPUTERS, XBOX GAME, AND MORE…

“This project is funded through the Delaware Criminal Justice Council by The Department of Services for Children Youth and Their
Families, Division of Prevention and Behavioral Health.”
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History of New
Year’s Resolution

History of New Year’s Resolution

Many of us celebrate New Year’s Eve, with friends
and family by tuning into Rick Clark’s Rockin New Year’s
Eve Special, waiting ever so patiently for the legendary
ball to drop at New York City to help bring in the New
Year! With the New Year upon us, many of us have already
made our tried-and-true resolutions for the coming year.
Did you know that we’ve been performing resolutions for
nearly 4,000 years (Pruitt, 2020). Many will then begin
to ask themselves why, who, or when the rituals of
resolutions were first practiced.
Studies have portrayed that the Ancient Babylonians
were the first culture to practice New Year’s Resolutions
almost 4,000 years ago. They would hold an elaborate
celebration to bring in the New Year. Did you know the
Babylonians didn’t celebrate the New Year in January but
celebrated in mid- March when the crops were planted? The
Babylonians would hold an annual 12-day religious festival
known as “Akitu.” Akitu is a festival celebrated by the
Babylonians where they crowned a new king, or they
confirmed their loyalty to their reigning king. The
Babylonians would then begin to make promises to their
gods to pay their debts and return objects they’ve
borrowed. The Babylonians believed if they kept their word
their gods would favor them in the coming year and if the
Babylonians didn’t keep their word, they wouldn’t be in
their gods’ favor. These promises were the front runners
of today’s New Year’s resolutions (Pruitt, 2020).
The Romans practiced a similar practice regarding
resolutions, after Julius Caesar founded January 1st as
the beginning of the New Year circa 46 B.C. The Romans
believed that the month of January played a significant
role in their culture. They believed that the Janus god
was symbolic and could look backwards into the previous
year and can look ahead to the future. The Romans would
offer sacrifices to their gods and make promises of good
behavior for the new year (Pruitt, 2020).
The Christian culture in the early ages, recognized
that the first day of the new year was for ones to learn
from their past mistakes and to strive to do better in
the future. An English Clergymen named John Wesley in
1740, the founder of Methodism created the Covenant
Renewal Service. The Covenant Renewal Service is most
known as Watch Night Services, which is either celebrated
on New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day. The Watch Night
Services includes readings from scriptures, hymn singing,
and making New Year’s Resolutions for the new year
(Pruitt, 2020).
Regardless of the religious roots pertaining New
Year’s resolutions, today’s New Year’s practices are
making promises to ourselves and focusing on selfimprovement. There as many as 45% of Americans that
usually make New Year’s resolutions, and only 8% are
successful in achieving their resolutions (Pruitt, 2018).
Each new year we create resolutions to help embody a more
prosperous healthier and better self.

HAPPY NEW YEARS!!!

Top 10 Resolutions
2021

Top 10 Resolutions:
(1.) Quit Smoking
(2.) Yoga and Meditate
(3.) Leave Your Phone
(4.) Prioritize Family
(5.) Do Charity
(6.) Find Some Time For
Yourself
(7.) Be Social
(8.) Raise Your Voice
(9.) A Day Without Car
(10.)Live Your Dreams

Title: Top 10 New Year’s Resolutions For 2021 You Must
Follow
Author: Rakesh Sharma
Publisher: Thrive Global
Date: September 30, 2020
Website: www.thriveglobal.com
URL: https://thriveglobal.com/stories/top-10-new-yearsresolutions-for-2021-you-must-follow/
Title: The History of New Year’s Resolutions
Publisher: History
Author: Sarah Pruitt
Date: December 21, 2020
Website: www.history.com
URL: https://www.history.com/news/the-history-of-newyears-resolutions
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History of National
Pie Day
Delicious Pie Facts

Everyone is infatuated with pie due to its versatility
and its deliciousness. A pie is like no other dessert due to
the endless options of crusts or fillings. A slice of pie can
be consumed no matter the weather being warm or cold. For
instance, a no baked iced box pie will surely keep you refreshed
during the spring and summer season to beat the blistering heat
and a warm spiced delicious hot fruit pie will surely keep you
cozy during the frigid winter months. Did you know there is a
whole day that celebrates pie? Yes, there is truly a day that
celebrates the delicious buttery flakey dessert we call pie!
National Pie Day is an unofficial holiday that is always
celebrated on January 23rd and that has been recognized since
the 1970’s. Pie was first founded in the Greek culture, where
it is believed that they mixed both water and flour to create
the first pastry shell. The Greeks would fill their pastry
shells with a variety of ingredients ranging from honey, to
fruits, and to meats. The Romans would soon implement pie into
their culture by filling their pies with either fruits, nuts,
meats, fish, or mussels. During the Middle Ages, the Ancient
Greek’s and Romans would transition into a more modern pie
called “pyes.” The “pyes,” could either be filled with meats
ranging from beef, lamb, wild duck, pigeons, and vegetables.
The “pyes,” would then be seasoned and baked in an oven. By
placing the meat and vegetables in a pie shell it helped prevent
the meat and vegetables from drying out. Even though the Middle
Age pies were considered to be modern pies, it’s noted that
many Americans and Europeans would still find these pies to be
highly unrecognizable due to the pies being covered in a large
amount of dough. The purpose of the pies covered in an excess
amount of dough was to help prevent the food from drying out
during the cooking process and help preserve the pie once
finished cooking. During the middle ages, the pie filling was
the only ingredient that was consumed from the pie due to the
crust being very hard. The pie crusts in most instances would
be reused for another dish. During the 17th Century, the
Pilgrims began creating new pie recipes including pumpkin and
pecan. The Pilgrims would also preserve their food by preparing
pies just as their ancestors did. As America began to grow so
did the infamous pie. Throughout the 18th to the 21st centuries,
pie has been a phenomenon of not only in the U.S. but the world
(National Pie Day, n.d.)
Mr. Charlie Papazion, a teacher from Boulder, Colorado
created National Pie Day in 1975. Mr. Papazion was born on
January 23rd and it’s believed that he loved pie so much he
would insist on having a birthday pie instead of a birthday
cake. He declared January 23rd, his birthday, National Pie Day,
so this day would always be remembered. National Pie Day has
continued to be celebrated around the United States (National
Pie Day, n.d.).
How do we celebrate National Pie Day? The answer is
easy, anything pie! Celebrate by making a pie, hosting a pie
buffet, holding a pie throwing competition, or watching any pie
related movies!!! (National Pie Day, n.d.) Pie is truly a
treasured past time dish that will continue to gain popularity
throughout the decades.

National Pie Day
Saturday, January 23, 2020

•

Delicious Pie Facts

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pumpkin Pie wasn’t served at the
pilgrim’s first Thanksgiving in
1621.
Originally, fruit pies were a
breakfast food in the United
States.
20% of Americans have admitted
to
eating
a
whole
pie
by
themselves.
186 million pies are sold just
in
supermarkets
and
grocery
stores each year.
In Kansas, it used to be illegal
to serve ice cream on cherry pie.
“American Pie” was the name of
the plane Buddy Holly died on.
Key Lime Pie is the official pie
of Florida.
Peach
Custard
Pie
is
the
official pie of Delaware
Pumpkin Pie is the official pie
of Illinois.
Sugar Creme Pie is the official
pie of Indiana.

Top 10 Pies

(1.)
(2.)
(3.)
(4.)
(5.)
(6.)
(7.)
(8.)
(9.)
(10.)

Top 10 Pies

Apple
Pumpkin
Chocolate Crème
Cherry
Apple Crumb
Pecan
Lemon Meringue
Blueberry
Key Lime Pie
Peach

Title: National Pie Day
Publisher: Holiday’s Calendar
Website: www.holidayscalendar.com
URL: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/national-pieday/
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The History of
Laurel Dutch Inn

The Laurel Dutch Inn

The Laurel Dutch Inn has been a large community center piece in the Town of Laurel for
the past few decades. The restaurant has played the host of many civic gatherings:
including club meetings, receptions, and the pre-annual Laurel High School Varsity Sports
breakfasts gatherings. In the spring of 2020, the Laurel Dutch Inn fell victim of a fire
and has remained closed. The recent owners have plans to rebuild but we must wait to see.
The restaurant was a vital business in the town and it’s a place where many of us have
fond and treasured memories.
The Laurel Dutch Inn began operating in the town in approximately the 1940’s. A gentleman
named Mr. Ermal Cannon built the Laurel Dutch Inn in the 1940’s. Mr. Cannon also owned
and operated the Five and Dime Shop on Market Street. The Laurel Dutch Inn had a variety
of past owners during it’s existence including: Mr. Ed and Mr. George Northam in the late
1940’s, Mrs. Virginia Dickerson and Mrs. Marion Horner from 1954-1974, Mr. and Mrs. Lutz
in the 1980’s, and Mr. Dennis Brittingham in the mid 1990’s. During Mr. Brittingham’s
ownership of the restaurant he changed the name to “Britt’s Dutch Inn.” Throughout the
restaurants existence the restaurant has had many different names including “The Dutch
Shoppe,” “The Dutch Shop,” “The Dutch Inn,” and “Britt’s Dutch Inn.”
Before the Dual Highway was built around in the 1950’s, Central Avenue was the main US
Rt. 13 where travelers could travel south to Norfolk all the way to Florida. During this
era, the American people became fascinated with automobiles and traveling, which lead to
an increase in tourism. With a high volume of traffic, The Laurel Dutch Inn was in a
great location to attract the hungry travelers. The Dutch Courts were built by E.J.
Cannon located directly behind the restaurant to allow for travelers to rest. The Dutch
Courts consisted of 10 private rooms with individual showers and featured maple furniture,
gray carpets, blinds, radios, and telephone services (The Daily Times, 1950). Many locals
and travelers would visit the Dutch Inn to enjoy their delicious chicken and dumplings
and the infamous sticky buns. On Sunday’s after church locals would stop in at the Dutch
Inn to enjoy brunch and their delicious sticky buns.
The Laurel Dutch Inn has been a restaurant where families and friends would gather and
enjoy great conversations and a delicious meal for several decades. Due to the fire, the
restaurant has remained closed, to keep the nostalgia of the restaurant alive we must
treasure and share the memories with one another.
A special thank you to Norma Jean Fowler, Ned Fowler, and Kendal Jones for providing information pertaining to
the Laurel Dutch Inn.
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF THE LAUREL HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND CANNOT BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION)
Source: Newspapers.com
Newspaper: The Daily Times

Date: February 7, 1950
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One-Laurel
Update/Review

One Laurel Update

A year ago, the Laurel Library held three conversations for the community to talk about their
aspirations, concerns and things we can do for our community.
Participants said they aspire for a clean, safe, caring community, a community that has things for
everyone, especially our youth. We want an inclusive and understanding community. We want a
prosperous community that supports small business. We want a community where people care about and
talk with each other.
We heard we have challenges, that we have lost our pride, evidenced by trashy yards, streets, and
public areas. There is a lack of respect for those in authority and each other, people stand by
and will not get involved. We take rather than give. There is fear here with real issues such as
drugs, addiction, vagrancy and more.
Unity, pride, safety,
conversations.

inclusivity,

responsibility,

respect,

and

communication

dominated

our

The pandemic hit right after the conversations and so forward progress stalled. The national issues
of health, race, and economic well-being were all felt in our town. Councilpersons Fisher and
Kellam and Town Manager Jamie Smith and Chief of Police Dan Wright saw a connection between what
was happening nationally and what was said in the conversations. They reignited the conversations
and formed the One Laurel Steering Committee. One evening in August over forty people gathered at
Paul Laurence Dunbar School. Out of that meeting emerged a sense of purpose to bring people together
to do something in four critical areas, Youth, Race and Diversity, Respect and Safety, and Pride
and Ownership. Each group developed a ninety-day task.
This is important because it opened
opportunity for members of the work groups to meet new people, build respect and trust, design and
complete a small project for the community. So far, our “wins” include a multi-cultural drive
through meal celebration, a public safety tip on how to use 911 versus other calls to the police
department, an open mic night, Youth Festival day that included a basketball tournament, craft
building, pumpkin painting and lunch and lastly a sign designed, painted and installed at Laurel’s
kayak launch. There are other projects being developed including a mural in collaboration with the
schools. A small but particularly important part of this is that the members of the One Laurel
Steering Committee made a commitment to continue this work, to walk the talk if you will.
We are seeing a few “ripple” effects. Think of a pebble tossed into a pond and the ripples it
creates. People are looking for more One Laurel opportunities, new relationships and friends and
we know people in this town will come out and help!
Of course, we have faced challenges. For Pete’s sake, we did this during a pandemic! It’s hard for
folks to commit to projects if they don’t understand the purpose or feel they can play a role.
It’s tough to work through different ideas and perspectives. It’s hard to stay enthused once a
project is completed and it’s tough to keep forty to sixty people working on small projects excited.
Our work isn’t done. In fact, we’ve just started. Our next steps are to continue to focus on
building trust in one another and our organizations. It’s about Turning Outward and thinking what
is best for the community and what can I do. Our next step will be to dig deeper into how best to
engage the youth in our community. Are we listening to them? If not, we need to start. How do we
bring them into the initiatives of race and diversity, respect and safety and pride and ownership.
Again, this is what we are trying to achieve together, we want a clean, safe and caring Laurel, a
community that has things for everyone, especially our youth. We want an inclusive and understanding
community. We want a prosperous community that supports small business. We want a community where
people care about and talk with each other. It’s our community and what that will be depends on
all of us.
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Winter Theme
Word Unscramble

Directions:
Listed below are Winter inspired words that need to be unscrambled to
spell out the correct wording. Please note that the following page
will have the correct spelling of the words.

(1.)OWBEL OZRE

(11.) ACRSF

(2.) IRSEFIED

(12.) BSOALNWL

(3.) NLAFELN

(13.) EMNRTIWTIE

(4). WDOPREY

(14.) HTEOWITU

(5.) NWSFOLEAK

(15.) WOMNSNA

(6.) TOH OCLETAOCH

(16.) ZILZABDR

(7.) LNKBTSEA

(17.) TAOC

(8.)OTBSO

(18.) NFZORE

(9.) MEAFUSRF

(19.) SGOVLE

(10.) OSYFTR

(20.) CEI TORMS
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Winter Theme
Word Unscramble
Answer Key
(1.) BELOW ZERO

(11.) SCARF

(2.) FIRESIDE

(12.) SNOWBALL

(3.) FLANNEL

(13.) WINTERTIME

(4.) POWDERY

(14.) WHITEOUT

(5.) SNOWFLAKE

(15.) SNOWMAN

(6.) HOT CHOCOLATE

(16.) BLIZZARD

(7.) BLANKETS

(17.) COAT

(8.) BOOTS

(18.) FROZEN

(9.)EARMUFFS

(19.) GLOVES

(10.)

(20.) ICE STORM

FROSTY

Winter Edition Newsletter 2021

Winter Edition Newsletter 2021
Town of Laurel
201 Mechanic Street
Laurel, Delaware 19956

