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A Message From the Mayor’s Desk 
I believe! I believe in the good that resides in the hearts of all 
people worldwide. I believe everyone wants the same things- to be part 
of a loving family, to have a meaningful job that gives purpose to 
their lives, to live in a safe place with clean water and clean air, 
a suitable home, and surroundings that are attractive and provide 
opportunities for fun and recreation.  
 
I believe Laurel, like many American towns, has been through some 
tough times. But I believe Laurel is now in the strongest position it 
has been in ten years. Travel in time with me around town. Building 
permits are a high point. Several new homes are under construction. 
In the Ole Town section Milford Housing has completed three very 
attractive new homes and we have just dedicated a renovated Habitat 
for Humanity home for a Laurel Family. Around town people are 
remodeling and fixing up their properties. Construction has started 
on the ten new units which will be built at the Villas along Broad 
Creek. 
 
In the Route 13 Corridor we welcomed the new Burger King restaurant. 
A developer has cleared the lot formerly occupied by the main building 
of the O’Neal Brothers lumber company. I like everyone who rides by 
wonders what new business will eventually locate there. There are 
several other potential business opportunities being discussed up and 
down the highway. Hopefully, something will break soon on one of these 
proposals and we will be able to share some more good news. 
 
Not only do our children get to attend state of the art schools, but 
now there is proposal to convert the old Laurel High School 1921 
building to a Sussex Military Academy. That would bring the abandoned 
1921 building back to life while offering families in Sussex County a 
new educational learning environment. 
 
I occasionally get asked by people who live outside town limits “How 
can I help the Town of Laurel become even better?” I encourage you to 
work through your church or non-profit organization. Form a team and 
knock on people’s doors and ask them how you can help. Pastor Brown 
and the members of his Vital Church are leading the way. Their members 
rake leaves, cut bushes, do minor painting, and make minor carpentry 
repairs. If you don’t have a team, I’m sure Pastor Brown will gladly 
let you join his. Readers, if you know someone who wants their property 
improved, but they have limited financing or physical limitations 
please contact the Town Office, so that we might connect you with a 
group who may be able to help. 
 
This winter we have had individuals and organizations donate new shoes 
and winter coats for children in need. Several churches donated food 
and clothes. Kudos to the Laurel Police Department for making 
Christmas brighter by providing 45 new bicycles to children of all 
ages. 
 
Yes, I believe Laurel is riding on the crest of a new wave, powered 
by people who also believe. Don’t stand on the sidelines. Start 
believing and join in! 
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Town News 

Burger King – Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony 
 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Burger King officially broke ground in the 
early spring of 2019. On March 25, 2019 a 
Groundbreaking Ceremony was formally held. The 
following individuals attended the ceremony 
including State Senator Brian Richardson, 
State Representative Tim Dukes, Burger King 
Officials, Bargain Bill’s Officials, 
contractors, and the Town of Laurel.  
 
Grand Opening 
On September 24, 2019 Burger King officially 
opened their doors to the Laurel Community.  
 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  
On Friday, December 6, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. 
the Western Sussex Chamber of Commerce 
presented a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony to 
help celebrate the Grand Opening of Burger 
King.  
 
Burger King Address: 
10912 County Seat Hwy 
Laurel, Delaware 19956 
 

Tidewater Park Update 
As you ride or walk by Tidewater Park you 
will quickly notice that park is beginning 
to take shape. Listed below are highlights 
regarding the park.  
 
Update: Crush/Run Walkway 
At the September 16, 2019 Mayor & Council 
Meeting town citizens were notified that 
Soil Conservation would be beginning to 
install the crush/run walkway at Tidewater 
Park. The walkway begins at the Boys & Girls 
Club and loops around Tidewater Park. The 
town was a recipient of a grant from the 
State of Delaware Division of Parks and 
Recreation and CTF Funds were utilized for 
the required match.  
 
What is Tidewater Park? 
Tidewater Park will be like no other park. 
The park will feature an array of nature-
based playground equipment for all ages. 
The park will not only provide 
entertainment but produce a greener 
infrastructure and provide a stormwater 
management with the help of a constructed 
wetland.  
 
Tidewater Projects Completed 

 Bioswale & Constructed Wetlands 
 Construction of Foot Bridge 
 Crush/Run Walkway 

 
Tidewater Park’s Next Phase 
The next phase of the park will be securing 
grants for the nature-based playground 
equipment.  

 

Community Development Block Grant - Public Hearing November 4, 2019 
The purpose of the Public Hearing was to listen to the presentation regarding the Community 
Development Block Grant Funding. Mr. Brad Whaley a representative from the Sussex County Development 
and Housing Division delivered the presentation. The Sussex County Community Development applies 
for funding for municipalities that helps with low income housing. The purpose of holding a public 
hearing is to allow local leaders and residents to voice their inputs and comments. There is a 
community waiting list and homeowners must meet the necessary requirements to qualify for the 
funding. The purpose of applying for this funding is to maintain the existing house infrastructure 
and rehab facilitation. 
 
   Requirements in Order to Receive Assistance             Statistics & Data 

• Be a resident of Sussex County and be            In the last 5 years the town has received 
unable to make necessary improvements.           $332,000 CDBG Funding. 

• Taxes must be current.                           In FY 2018 the town has received $77,000 of 
• Home must be insured.                            CDBG Funding that has helped 8 households. 
• Homeowners must sign a non-interest bearing      In the last 20 years the town has received  

lien.                                            1.2 million of CDBG Funding that has helped 
• Income guidelines that must be met based on the  107 households.  

size of the household. 
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Town News 

Lights-On Laurel Strong Project  
At the August 19, 2019 Mayor & Council 
Meeting a Mr. Charles Kistler and a Ms. 
Bether Rojas from the HELP Initiative gave a 
presentation regarding the Lights-On Strong 
Project.  
 
Where the Project Began 
Mr. Kistler explained the project was first 
installed in the City of Dover.  The City of 
Dover currently has 368 homes with LED light 
bulbs within the city’s target area.  
 
Who’s Next? 
The City of Seaford currently has 434 homes 
who have participated in the project. The 
City of Milford has currently reached 322 
homes out of their goal of 412 homes.  
 
The Lights-On Strong Project 
The purpose of the project is to replace 
inefficient lighting at homes with LED light 
bulbs in the town’s target area. Once the 
target area is defined, his team then goes 
door to door and places fliers and door 
hangers on the eligible homes. Mr. Kistler 
explained once he builds the trust factor his 
next goal is to replace inefficient lighting 
within the home.  
 
Lights-On Laurel Strong Project  
At the August 19, 2019 Mayor & Council 
Meeting the Mayor & Council endorsed the 
Lights-On Laurel Strong Project. Mr. Kistler 
explained his goal for the Town of Laurel is 
to implement 400 homes with LED light bulbs 
within the town’s target area.  
 
Lights-On Laurel Strong: Project Start Date 
The Lights-On Laurel Strong Project began on 
Monday, September 30, 2019. Once the project 
is completed a final report will be given. It 
is estimated that they have installed 
approximately 180 homes with LED light bulbs 
within the towns target area. 
 
Lights-On Strong Program 
The Light’s-On Strong Program falls under 
Energize Delaware & Sustainable Energy.  
 
Lights-On Laurel Strong Program Manager  
Program Manager: Ms. Bether Rojas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Water Tower Maintenance  
 
Water Tower Maintenance Agreement 
A 10-year Water Tower Maintenance 
Agreement was adopted in the FY 2020 
Budget. The Maintenance Agreement 
allows for inspections and repairs of 
the water tanks. 
 
Water Tower Maintenance Complete 
During this past fall, the North 
Poplar Water Tower was recently 
serviced. The service included 
welding and washing both the inside 
and outside of the tank.  
 
  

 
Subdivision of Town Property 

At the November 18, 2019 Mayor & 
Council Meeting the Mayor & Council 
voted to subdivide town property 
behind Dunbar that faces West Seventh 
Street.  
 
Subdivision  
The subdivision will consist of 5 
residential lots that will meet the 
minimum requirements of 50 by 80. The 
lots already have access to water and 
sewer.  
 
Profit Off Lots 
The lots are estimated to be worth 
between $8,000 to $10,000. The profit 
generated off the lots will go 
directly towards Dunbar. 
 
Excess of Land 
With the approval of the subdivision, 
there will still be an excess of 
property if the town needed to 
develop.  
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Town News 

 Eagle Scout Projects 
The Town of Laurel has recently endorsed two Eagle 
Scout Projects during this past summer and fall. 
Both projects are a great contribution to our 
community. 
 
1st Eagle Scout Project 
At the August 19, 2019 Mayor and Council Meeting 
a Mr. Nick Parson presented his proposed Eagle 
Scout Project to the Mayor & Council and town 
citizens. Mr. Parson’s proposed project consisted 
of installing four park benches along the Broad 
Creek located at the Kayak Launch. The benches 
would be made from a salt free treated lumber and 
they will be placed on concrete. Mr. Parson 
explained depending on funding, they would select 
a material that would help reduce maintenance. As 
you ride by the Kayak Launch you will quickly 
notice the four park benches have been completed 
and they’re ready for use. 
 
Kayak/Canoe Launch Location:  
It is located upstream from the Roger C. Fisher 
Park. (Right Across from the One-Lane Poplar 
Bridge) 
 
2nd Eagle Scout Project 
At the October 21, 2019 Mayor and Council Meeting 
a Mr. Andrew McKee presented his proposed Eagle 
Scout Project to the Mayor & Council and town 
citizens. Mr. McKee proposed to install a Police 
Memorial at the town’s future police station. Mr. 
McKee presented a drawing regarding the memorial.  
 
Police Memorial Will Consist Of: 

• A plaque with the Officer’s Prayer. 
• Tribute of red, white, and blue flowers. 
• A 2-foot tall angled brick wall. 
• A 4-foot tall concrete statue. 
• Solar powered lighting.  
• The memorial will stand 6-feet tall. 

 
Police Memorial Projected Start Date 
Mr. McKee stated the projected start date will 
begin in November 2019.  
 

 
What Is an Eagle Scout? 

An Eagle Scout is considered one of 
the Boy Scout’s highest rank. The 
rank of an Eagle Scout is one of the 
most honorable awards throughout the 
country. For a scout to an achieve 
this rank they first must achieve a 
Set of National Standards. It is no 
easy task to become an Eagle Scout 
because a scout must possess 
perseverance and a hard work ethic. 
In order to become an Eagle Scout a 
Boy Scout must have earned all the 
prior ranks first (Short, 2019).  
 
How To Become An Eagle Scout? 
Listed below is a list of activities 
a Boy Scout must complete to become 
an Eagle Scout: 

• Earn 21 Merit Badges. 
• Serve a minimum of 6 months in 

a leadership position. 
• Must propose, plan, and carry 

out an Eagle Service Project. 
• Must attend a Scout Master 

Conference and pass a Board of 
Review.  

 
Eagle Scout Statistic 
Did you know in 2018, only 6.5% of 
qualified Boy Scouts earned the rank 
of an Eagle Scout (Short, 2019). 
 

 
WHAT AN EAGLE SCOUT VALUES: 

Perseverance 
Discipline 
Motivation 
Leadership 

Accountability 
Achievement 

 
 
Author: Sherry Short 
Article: The Value and Benefits of Earning the 
Eagle Scout Rank 
Year: August 4,2019 
Website: https://www.verywellfamily.com/ 
URL: https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-value-of-
earning-the-eagle-scout-rank-2958843 
 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/
https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-value-of-earning-the-eagle-scout-rank-2958843
https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-value-of-earning-the-eagle-scout-rank-2958843
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Town News 

 Central Avenue Bridge-Complete 
The Central Avenue Bridge was closed on May 15, 
2018 for construction to refurbish the bridge. 
The project encountered several delays which 
included a sturgeon migration and a pier 
foundation that needed to be completed in order 
to support the bridge.  
 

Central Avenue Bridge Open 
The Central Avenue Bridge was recently opened in 
early October of 2019. 
 
Refurbishment of Central Avenue Bridge Included: 

• Installation of a concrete deck. 
• A new coat of paint. 
• An updated pedestrian walk bridge. 
• An upgraded pier foundation.  

 
The Next Bridge Project – Mill Dam Bridge 

Scheduled Project Date: 
The Mill Dam Bridge project will begin at 
the Spring of 2020 at the earliest. 
 
 

 
“2nd Annual Trunk or Treat” 

Re-Cap 
The Town of Laurel and the Laurel 
Police Department held their 2nd 
Annual Trunk or Treat on October 26, 
2019. Thank you to all the businesses 
and organizations who participated 
and/or donated candy who helped 
provided a fun and safe evening. 
Listed below are the local business 
and organizations who participated. 
 
Local Business & Organizations 
• Accurate Pest Control 
• Brasure’s Carpet Care 
• A + A Air Services 
• Carey’s Inc.  
• Laurel Lions Club 
• GSB Media  
• Rosemont Wealth Management            
• Laurel American Legion Post 

#19           
• Eastern Shore Veterinary 

Hospital          
• Councilwoman Cheryl Martin 
• Laurel Junction Flea Market 
• Family Dollar 
• Laurel Redevelopment 

Corporation 
• Glena’s Day Care 
• Perdue Foods 
• Laurel Dutch Inn 
• Robins Mobile Pet 

Spa/Grooming 
• Royal Plus 
• A Father’s Heart Ministries 
• Little Creek & Hollybrook 

 
VOTED BEST TRUNK 2019!!! 
Laurel American Legion Post #19 

 
THANK YOU 

Beauty for Ashes, Laurel Community 
Hardware Store, and Sportz Tee’s for 
allowing the town to utilize your 
parking lot for the event. 
 

Reminder Dates 

Mayor & Council Winter Schedule 
January Meeting Dates 

• January 6, 2020 (IF NEEDED) 
• January 21, 2020 

February Meeting Dates 
• February 3, 2020 (IF NEEDED) 
• February 18, 2019 

March Meeting Dates 
• March 2, 2020 (IF NEEDED) 
• March 16, 2020 

 
Mayor & Council Agendas 

Mayor & Council Agenda’s may be found online at 
www.townoflaurel.net.  

 

 Town Hall Closing Dates 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day:          
Monday, January 20, 2020  
Presidents Day: 
Monday, February 2, 2020  

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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Reminder Dates 

JANUARY 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

2 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

3 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

4 

5 6 7 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

8 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

9 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

10 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

11 

12 13 14 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

15 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

16 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

17 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

18 

19 20 21 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

22 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

23 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

24 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

25 

26 27 28 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

29 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

30 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

21 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

 

 

FEBRURARY 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 
2 3 4 

TRASH PICK 
UPR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

5 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

6 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

7 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

8 

9 10 11 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

12 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

13 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

14 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

15 

16 17 18 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

19 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

20 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

21 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

22 

23 24 25 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

26 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

27 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

28 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

29 

 

MARCH 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 

TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

4 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

5 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

6 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

7 

8 9 10 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

11 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

12 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

13 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

14 

15 16 17 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

18 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

19 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

20 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

21 

22 23 24 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

25 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

26 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

27 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

28 

29 30 31 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 
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Reminder Dates 

April 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

2 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

3 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

4 

5 6 7 
TRASH PICK 
UP FOR EAST 
SIDE OF TOWN 

 

8 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

9 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

10 
TRASH PICK UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

11 

12 13 14 
TRASH PICK 
UP FOR EAST 
SIDE OF TOWN 

15 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

16 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

17 
TRASH PICK UP  
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

18 

19 20 21 
TRASH PICK 
UP FOR EAST 
SIDE OF TOWN 

22 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

23 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

24 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

25 

26 27 28 
TRASH PICK 
UP FOR EAST 
SIDE OF TOWN 

29 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

30 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time  
Sunday, March 8, 2020 

 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day!!! 
Friday, February 14, 2020 

 

ST. Patrick’s Day 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020 

Know the Code 

Snow and Ice Removal 
Just a reminder that snow or ice must be 
removed from the sidewalks and pavements within 
24 hours after the falling snow has ceased. 
 
The Town Manager is authorized to remove any 
accumulated snow and ice from any property 
located within the corporate limits of the Town 
of Laurel whose owner fails to remove 
accumulated snow or ice within 24 hours. 
 

Just A Reminder 
If possible, remove vehicles parked on the 

road to allow for plowing. 

 Private Property                   
(Storage of Objects or Trash) 
The Town of Laurel doesn’t permit any occupant or 
owner of any premises within the residential areas 
of the Town of Laurel who stores any garbage or 
trash containers within view from the front of the 
premises, twelve (12) hours before or after the 
regularly scheduled garbage and trash pickup day. 
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Police Department 
Message 

  

Laurel Police Department 
205 Mechanic Street 

Laurel, Delaware 19956 

The Laurel Police Department and the Laurel Ministry Council sponsored their 1st Annual 
“Red/White Game,” Unity in the Community on August 17, 2019 at the Laurel High/Middle School. 
This was a great evening that included food, music, and cornhole. The Laurel Police Department 
on September 25, 2019 held their “1st Community Night Out,” at North Laurel Elementary School 
parking lot. There were several different law enforcement agencies including: Delaware Department 
of Natural Resources and Environment Control (DNREC), Delaware State Police’s Trooper 2 and SWORT 
Team, and different Municipality Agencies including City of Seaford and Town of Bridgeville. The 
evening had several activities including: face painting, Councilman Kellam’s Food Truck, Lights-
On Laurel Strong Project, a bike raffle give away, a K-9 presentation, and a tour of helicopter 
Trooper 2. In early November, the Laurel Police Department received a donation on behalf of the 
Iron Legacy Motorcycle Club. The donation will go towards the police departments K-9 Program. 
During this past Holiday season, The Laurel Police Department participated in several charitable 
events. The first event they participated in was the town’s annual Christmas Parade where they 
donated Christmas themed dog toys. On December 17, 2019 the Town of Laurel and the Laurel Police 
Department participated in the Laurel Elementary School’s Winterfest, where prizes were given out 
to students.  The police department also held their annual “Christmas Giveaway,” by working with 
our local schools to distribute games and bikes to children.  

Surveillance System 
Program 

Surveillance System Program  
A low-cost security camera system program is available to residents of Laurel. 
The goal of this program is to provide a home security system, installed, at 
material costs only. 
 
The projected cost per home is under $200. This will include the system that 
will be an 8 channel, 4 camera DVR with a recording time dependent on the camera 
settings. Installation will include the 4 cameras at each corner of your home, 
connected to the DVR inside the home and basic set up of the DVR.  
 
Actual costs will be dependent on program participation and will be set prior 
to payment being taken for your system. This is only available to residential, 
owner occupied properties that lie within the town limits of Laurel. 
 
Any residents of Laurel who are interested in a low-cost security camera system 
for their home should contact: (302)-604-7388 
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Community 
Activities 

 
Laurel Public Library 

 
Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:10a.m.-8p.m. 
Friday:10a.m.-5p.m. 
Saturday:10a.m.-2p.m. 
Sunday: Closed 
 
PAWS: Read to Dogs 
The Laurel Public Library is partnering with 
PAWS for people and local family “teams.” This 
program is a great opportunity for struggler 
readers. It allows readers to read to an 
animal with a non-judgmental listening ear to 
help readers gain confidence and excitement 
for reading.  
 
Dates, Time & Location: 
DATES: 

• Tuesday, January 7, 2020 
• Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
• Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
• Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

TIME: 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  
LOCATION: Story Room  
 
Life In Laurel  
Life in Laurel consists of a monthly round 
table discussion of Laurel’s history. This 
program is sponsored by the Laurel Historical 
Society. A topic regarding Laurel is brought 
to the table and the conversation goes from 
there. This program has several benefits 
including: allowing individuals to converse 
about local history, an opportunity to learn 
something new, and questions are encouraged. 
Light refreshments are provided.   
 
Dates, Time, & Location: 
DATE: Held the last Thursday of each Month 
      (September – May) 
TIME: 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
LOCATION: Laurel Public Library 
 

OTHER EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
For More Events & Activities Please Visit the 
Laurel Public Library Website.  
WEBSITE: https://laurel.lib.de.us/  
 
 
 
 

Laurel Varsity Basketball- Boys  
           (HOME GAMES) 
 
1/9/20   Seaford High School 
         Thursday, 5:45 p.m. 
1/14/20  Woodbridge High School 
         Tuesday, 5:45 p.m. 
1/21/20  Indian River High School 
         Tuesday, 5:45 p.m. 
1/23/20  Early College HS @ DSU 
         Thursday, 5:45 p.m. 
1/28/20  Lake Forest High School 
         Tuesday, 5:45 p.m. 
1/31/20   Sussex Academy 
         Friday, 5:45 p.m. 
2/13/20  Delmar HS/MS (Senior Night) 
         Thursday, 5:45 
 

Laurel Varsity Basketball – Girls 
    (HOME GAMES) 
1/6/20   Salisbury Christian School(MD) 
         Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. 
1/7/20   Delmar HS/MS 
         Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. 
1/31/20  Sussex Academy 
         Friday, 4:30 p.m. 
2/4/20   Seaford High School 
         Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. 
2/11/20  Indian River High School 
         Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. 
2/17/20  Lake Forest High School 
         Monday, 4:30 p.m. 

 Laurel Varsity Wrestling 
      (HOME GAMES) 
1/8/20   Lake Forest High School 
         Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. 
1/8/20   Nandua High School (VA) 
         Wednesday, 6:15 p.m. 
1/30/20  Seaford High School 
         Thursday, 6:00 p.m. 
2/7/20   Dover High School 
         Friday, 6:00 p.m. 

https://laurel.lib.de.us/
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National Hot 
Chocolate Day 

 National Hot Chocolate Day  
To help you navigate through the cold winter 
season, gather around the crackling fireplace 
wrapped in a warm blanket with a rich and 
delicious mug of hot chocolate by your side. 
Every year when we turn our calendars to 
January, we annually celebrate National Hot 
Chocolate Day. Many of us refer to the warm 
beverage as either hot chocolate or hot cocoa 
and assume it is the same beverage. Believe 
it or not hot chocolate and hot cocoa are two 
different beverages! (National Hot Chocolate 
Day). 
 
Hot Chocolate vs. Hot Cocoa 
Hot Chocolate contains an ingredient known as 
cocoa butter and is made by using a chocolate 
bar that already has three ingredients within 
the bar known as cocoa powder, sugar, and 
cocoa butter. Hot chocolate is a much richer 
drink due to the cocoa butter.  Hot cocoa 
contains an ingredient referred to as cocoa 
powder. Cocoa powder is created by removing 
the cocoa butter from the ground cocoa beans. 
Hot cocoa is known to be a less rich beverage 
compared to hot chocolate. Hot Cocoa is still 
considered to be the more chocolatey out of 
the two even though it appears to be thinner 
(National Hot Chocolate Day, 2019). 
 
How to Observe National Hot Chocolate Day 
Many will ask how do we observe National Hot 
Chocolate Day? The answer is easy, you can 
easily whip up a homemade version or a store-
bought version of hot chocolate to celebrate 
the day. Many of us either top off our mug of 
hot chocolate with marshmallows or whipped 
cream, but the options are endless (National 
Hot Chocolate Day). 
 

NATIONAL HOT CHOCOLATE DAY!!! 
Friday, January 31, 2020 

Article: National Hot 
Chocolate Day 
Website: Checkiday.com 
Year: 2019 
URL: 
https://www.checkiday.com/0bd
24261347b4785cab884f589993736
/national-hot-chocolate-day 
 

History of 
Groundhog Day 

 
History of Groundhog Day 

Every February we patiently await to see 
if the famous groundhog named 
Punxsutawney Phil predicts a longer 
winter or an early spring. If 
Punxsutawney Phil is frightened by his 
shadow that means six more weeks of winter 
and if Phil doesn’t see his shadow that 
means spring is on the way. Groundhog’s 
Day is not a public holiday but is 
observed in the United States. Did you 
know Gobbler’s Knob is the official home 
where the famous Punxsutawney Phil 
resides? Gobblers Knob is located near 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania where it 
attracts thousands of spectators to enjoy 
the Groundhog Day Festivities. The 
Punxsutawney Groundhog Club plays a vital 
role in organizing the activities and 
events each year. They’re several special 
individuals who attend the Groundhog 
Ceremonies including club members, news 
reporters, locals, visitors, and even at 
times the Pennsylvania Governor to 
witness if Punxsutawney Phil will see his 
shadow or not (Groundhog Day in the United 
States, 2019). 
 
How Groundhog’s Day Originated 
Groundhog’s Day was first introduced 
thousands of years ago in Europe where 
animalism and nature worship were still 
common. The people of Germany believed 
that a badger possessed the ability to 
forecast if Spring was on its way. Many 
of the Europeans studied the badger to 
determine if it was time to plant their 
crops. When the first Germany immigrants 
settled into Pennsylvania, they soon 
began to realize this may have not been 
true. The tradition continued even though 
Pennsylvania wasn’t known for many 
badgers they instead exchanged for the 
groundhog. The first Groundhog’s Day 
originated in the United States in the 
1800’s (Groundhog Day in the United 
States, 2019). 

GROUNDHOG’S DAY!!! 
SUNDAY, FEBRURARY 2, 2020 
 
 
 

Article: Groundhog Day in 
the United States 
Website: 
https://www.timeanddate.com/ 
Year: 2019 
URL: 
https://www.timeanddate.com/
holidays/us/groundhog-day 
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History of Candy 
Kitchen 

“The Candy Kitchen” 
In the early and mid-20th century, the Town of Laurel was 
the home of the infamous Candy Kitchen on North Market 
Street. It was common for families and individuals to stop 
in at the Candy Kitchen no matter the occasion.  A Mr. 
George L and Mrs. Segarnia Funds were the sole proprietors 
of the establishment (Laurel Historical Society Facebook, 
July 31, 2017). The Candy Kitchen served an array of sweet 
treats including their delicious chocolates, ice cream, 
sundaes, and old fashion sodas. They were considered craft 
specialists in sundaes and soda making. Their famous 
treats were made on premise with their special formula, 
which used only the purest ingredients. The Candy Kitchen 
strived to create an establishment that was pure, clean, 
and pleasant (Delicious Refreshments Served in a Clean and 
Pleasant Place, n.d.).   
 
An Explosion at the Candy Kitchen 
On March 6, 1930 a Mr. Ellis Kyttle was at the Candy 
Kitchen cleaning the carbon from the stove. While cleaning 
the stove, he increased the pressure on the tank and lite 
the stove, which caused an explosion. Mr. Kyttle sustained 
severe burns on his face and hands from the explosion. The 
stove was located in a small addition at the back of the 
store when the explosion occurred, which caused the 
building to ignite. The flames were quickly controlled 
with the help of the Laurel Fire Department.  The smoke 
and water caused a significant damage from the explosion 
(The Evening Journal, 1930). 
 
The Candy Kitchen Changes Ownership 
In approximately 1930, Mr. George L. Funds sold the Candy 
Kitchen to a Mr. Clarence Mitchell who became the 
proprietor of the establishment. (The News Journal, 
October 14, 1930).  In 1931, Mr. Funds the former 
proprietor of the Candy Kitchen, opened a new similar store 
where Gordons Department Store was located. Mr. Funds 
opened the new store the week before Christmas (The News 
Journal, December 30, 1931). According to KTJ States, the 
store eventually would become Mitchell’s and then Jimmy 
Johnson’s Restaurant and Bar. 
 
The Candy Kitchen – Original Chairs 
The original chairs from the Candy Kitchen were donated 
to the Laurel Historical Society by the family of Mr. Jack 
and Ms. Lois Cordrey. Ms. Lois Cordrey parents met as 
teenagers while working at the Candy Kitchen and later 
married. The Candy Kitchen will always hold a special place 
in the Cordrey family. (Pictured to the right are the 
original Candy Kitchen chairs.) 
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Pictured at The First Table: 
In the tie, Mrs. Oliver Baker. 
 
Pictured at The Second Table: 
Mr. and Mrs. Funds, the 
proprietors. 

Photographs: Courtesy of the 
Laurel Historical Society and 
cannot be reproduced without 
permission. 
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