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A Message from the Mayor’s Desk 
 
Dear Fellow Citizens, 
 
Once again Spring is in the air. Baseball and softball games are 
underway. For the basketball fans, the NCAA’s “March Madness,” is in 
full swing. Daffodils are blooming and robins are bouncing across the 
lawns searching for worms and nesting twigs. Trees are beginning to 
bud. Spring is the season where life begins anew. 
 
After a long dry spell, I am pleased to announce we have a breakthrough 
in economic development. On March 25th we held a ground breaking for 
the new Burger King that will be built on the Route 9 side of Laurel 
Junction. The company reports it should not take very long to construct 
the new restaurant. Town Manager Jamie Smith reports the town is 
receiving several inquiries from developers about land parcels in the 
Route 13 corridor. Hopefully, the Burger King construction will 
encourage others who are looking at Laurel to start building.  
 
Milford Housing will begin construction shortly on three new homes to 
be built on land on Second Street in the “Ole Towne,” section donated 
by the Town of Laurel. Funding for this development is made possible 
by a Stronger Neighborhoods Grant secured by the Laurel Redevelopment 
Corporation in partnership with the Town of Laurel. 
 
The Telamon Corporation is making excellent progress remodeling the 
class rooms they will use for their Head Start program in the former 
Dunbar Elementary School. There is a new sign in front of the school 
advertising the new program. I believe the building’s namesake, Paul 
Laurence Dunbar, would be pleased to know a portion of the building 
will be used once again to educate children. Telamon should have 
children on the site by mid-April. The town’s engineering firm, George, 
Miles and Burh, has developed plans for converting another portion of 
the building into a Police Station. Grant funding will be used to 
execute the plan so it will take some time before the police conversion 
is completed.  
 
A meeting of the Local Government Advisory Committee to the Chesapeake 
Bay Executive Council met in Laurel on March 20th and 21st. In his 
welcome to the group, DNREC Secretary Shawn Garvin was very 
complementary of Laurel’s achievement in implementing environmental 
regulations and technology which help to promote improved water quality 
in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. I and the Mayors of Cambridge and 
Salisbury made presentations to the committee about environmental 
issues impacting our respective towns. Brian Shannon from the Laurel 
Redevelopment Corporation and Ed Lewandowski from the University of 
Delaware presented the plans for “The Ramble,” redevelopment along 
Broad Creek. All were well received. Former Town Councilman Don 
Phillips is a member of the Committee. 
 

- Mayor John Shwed 
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Town News 
 

Town of Laurel’s - General Municipal Election 2019  
The Town of Laurel currently held their General Municipal Election on Thursday, March 
28, 2019 at the Laurel Fire Department from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The following seats 
were open for re-election: the Office of Mayor, Ward 1 Council Seat, Ward 4 Council 
Seat, and an At-Large Council Seat. The Office of Mayor and the At-Large Council Seat 
were already nominated because no candidate applications for those seats running were 
filed on the application deadline on February 21, 2019.  
 

General Municipal Election 2019 Candidates 
Ward 1: Randy Lee 

            Richard McVey 
 

Ward 4: Cheryl Martin 
              Alfred Erskine, Jr. 

       Brice Ingram 
 

Elected Candidates 
Ward 1: Randy Lee 

Ward 4: Cheryl Martin 
Mayor: John Shwed (non-opposed) 

At-Large Council Seat: Chris Calio (non-opposed) 
 
A Councilperson’s Term and Duties 
A councilwoman or councilman’s term is for 4 years. The selected officials attend the 
Mayor and Council Meetings, which occur the first and third Mondays in every month. 
They may also attend special meetings if needed.  
Oath of Office  
The winning candidates will take their Oath of Office on Monday, April 15, 2019 at 
the Laurel Town Hall in the Mayor and Council Chambers, 201 Mechanic Street at 7:00 
p.m.  

Congratulations To All The Candidates!!! 
 

Towns News 
Reminder Dates 

Mayor and Council Meeting Dates – 
Spring/Summer  
April Meeting Dates Schedule  
    -April 15, 2019 
May Meeting Dates Schedule 
    -May 6, 2019 (If Needed) 
    -May 20, 2019 
June Meeting Dates Schedule 
    -June 3, 2019 (If Needed) 
    -June 17, 2019   
July and August Meeting Dates Schedule    
   -July 1, 2019 (If Needed) -August 5, 2019  
   -July 15, 2019       -August 19, 2019 
 
  

Town Hall Closings 
Town Hall will be closed on 
Monday, May 27, 2019 for 
observance of Memorial Day. 

Town Hall Closings  
Town Hall will be closed on 
Thursday, July 4, 2019 for 
observance of Independence 
Day.  
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Know the Code 

Bush, Grass, and Weeds 
Highlights  
The Town of Laurel amended Chapter 55 Bush, 
Grass, and Weeds Ordinance at the June 4, 
2018 Mayor and Council Meeting. The property 
owners now have within 7 calendar days versus 
10 calendar days to cut and remove grass from 
mailing notice. Highlights of the code listed 
below.  
 
Cutting or Removal of Weeds Required  
Every owner of any area, lot or parcel of 
land shall cut, trim or otherwise remove or 
cause to be removed all weeds, grass, brush 
or vegetation more than six inches in height 
on any lot within the Town of Laurel unless 
said property is in agriculture production. 
 
Notice 
The Town of Laurel Code Enforcement 
Officer is hereby authorized to notify in 
writing via mail (Certificate of Mailing) 
the owner of the property, as determined 
by the official tax rolls of the Town of 
Laurel, to cut, remove, and destroy such 
grass and weeds, and/or remove and 
dispose of growing grass, cuttings, and 
other plants growing through, onto or 
over such sidewalks, driveways or streets 
from the subject property within seven 
(7) calendar days from mailing of said 
notice  
 
An owner of any property will be given 
only one notice per calendar year after 
which the Town shall cut the grass after 
each additional violation days.  

Town Projects 
Updates 

Paul Laurence Dunbar 
Building Update 
Throughout the winter months the 
Telamon Corporation have been eagerly 
working hard and renovating the 
building. In the early fall, the 
Telamon Corporation and the Town of 
Laurel agreed upon a 15-year lease 
agreement to utilize the kindergarten 
wing and the two outside trailers.  
 
Telamon has completed the following 
projects to the building: 

- Installed a fence around the 
entire back of the building. 

- Pour-n-Play surface around 
the playground. 

- Completed paint projects. 
- Created new signage.  

 
 

  
 

Tidewater Park Update 
The Town of Laurel was a recipient of 
a $32,000 (50/50) Park and Trails 
Grant from the State of Delaware 
Division of Parks and Recreation. The 
grant will be utilized to install a 
walkway through out Tidewater Park.  
 
Construction and Location of Walkway  
Construction: The walkway throughout 
the park will be constructed out of 
crush and run. 
 
Location: The location of the walkway 
will begin at the Boys & Girls Club 
and loop around Tidewater park.  
 
Match Requirement Received  
The Town of Laurel received the match 
by both Senator Richardson and State 
Representative Dukes by utilizing CTF 
Funds.  
 
Construction of Walkway to Begin 

in Spring 2019!!! 

Burger King Coming Soon 
The Burger King Corporation held their 
Ground-Breaking Ceremony on Monday, 
March 25, 2019. 
Location: Burger King will be located at 
the Laurel Junction and sit further back 
from Rt. 13.  

Keep Looking for The Grand 
Opening Date!!! 
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Police Department 
Message 

The Laurel Police Department will be holding their “1st Annual 
National Night Out” in the fall of 2019. On May 18, 2019 the Laurel Ministry 
Council is sponsoring a Laurel Community Youth Gallering and a Youth Fishing 
Tournament from 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Janosik Park and Market Square Park. 
These events are youth oriented. The Laurel National Honor Society will be 
participating, and Delmarva Adult Teen Challenge Band will be performing. The 
Laurel Ministry Council are searching for sponsors to help support these 
events. The police department will soon begin to institute different ways of 
patrolling the town. Officers will begin patrolling by foot starting in the 
spring and summer. The police department currently have two new recruits who 
are attending the Delaware State Police Academy and will begin Field Training 
in September. The police department also acquired two new certified officers 
who joined the department. The Laurel Police Department will soon have 19 
certified officers within their department. 

National Police Week 
Recognition 

National Police Week Recognition  
National Police Week occurs in the month of May to pay tribute to all the fallen officers 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice. President John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as 
Peace Officers Memorial Day and the entire week in which the 15th falls under as Police 
Week in 1962. Throughout this week thousands of officers around the country and even 
around the world travel to Washington D.C. to pay their respects. Washington D.C. honors 
National Police Week with their different activities including their National Peace 
Officers Memorial Service and their Candlelight Vigil.  The first Memorial Service was 
held at the Senate Park in 1982 where there was an estimated 120 survivors and supporters 
of law enforcement attendees. To this day National Police Week has continued to develop 
from its existence by attracting 25,000 to 40,000 survivors and law enforcement officers 
to Washington D.C. (National Police Week, n.d.) 
 
The Laurel Police Department currently has 17 certified police officers protecting and 
serving the Town of Laurel.  We truly want to thank all the officers for their great 
service and commitment to our town. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK MAY 12-18, 2019 

Article: National Police Week 
Website: www.policeweek.org 
URL: www.policeweek.org  

Laurel Police Department 
205 Mechanic Street 

Laurel, Delaware 19956 

  

http://www.policeweek.org/
http://www.policeweek.org/
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Town of Laurel’s 
4th of July 
Celebration 

The Town of Laurel 
is celebrating it’s “25th 4th of 
July Celebration this year!!! 
Listed below will be a 
tentative schedule of events 
and times.  
Times maybe subject to change 

Food Vendors /Non-Food 
Vendors 
Vendors can begin to set-up at 2:00 p.m. on 
the afternoon on Thursday, July 4, 2019.  
Location: Vendors will be placed along 
Central Avenue and Market Street. 
Fee: Food Vendor $50.00 / Non-Food $25.00  
Food Vendor/Non-Food Vendor Applications:  
If interested in participating as a Vendor, 
please contact Laurel Town Hall at 302-875-
2277 for more information.  

Cars & Truck Show 
 
Time: 4:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 
      Awards at 8:00 p.m. 
Location: Front Street Laurel, De 
Registration Fee: $10.00 
Awards: 
Top 40 Awards, Dash Plaques 1st 75 
Proceeds benefit The Laurel Boys & 

Girls Club!!! 

Prayer’s Breakfast 
The Prayer’s Breakfast begins 
at 8:00 a.m.  on Thursday, July 
4, 2019. The Prayer’s Breakfast 
will be at Abbott’s Restaurant 
on Broad Creek. Tickets will be 
available to purchase to attend 
the Prayer’s Breakfast.  

King’s Ransom and Pistol Whip 
There will be two bands performing on 4th of July in the 
evening. King’s Ransom will perform first and then 
Pistol Whip to follow. 
Time: King’s Ransom to begin performing at 3:00 p.m.  
Location: Market Square Park Gazebo 

Bring Your Blankets and Lawn Chairs!!! 

Independence Day Parade  
Line Up Begins: 6:00 p.m. on Evergreen Drive.  
Parade Begins: 7:00 p.m. 
Parade Route: Parade begins on Evergreen Drive, 
travels down South-Central Avenue, turns right 
onto East 4th Street, and continues to travel down 
Delaware Avenue and ends on Maryland Avenue.  
Parade Applications: 4th of July Parade 
Applications are available online at 
www.townoflaurel.net or at Laurel Town Hall 
Office.  

Petting Zoo 
Time: Petting Zoo starts at 4:00 p.m. and ends at 8:00 
p.m. 
Location: Market Square Park  
There will be nearly 20 different animals throughout 
the petting zoo. Families and friends will be allowed 
to travel throughout the zoo and pet the different 
animals.  

Firework Display 
Firework Display begins at Dusk!!! 

Thank You to Our Sponsors!!! 

1st Annual Stars & Stripes 5k 
Run/Walk 
The Town of Laurel is holding their 1st Annual Stars & 
Stripes 5k Run/Walk on 4th of July. Runners and walkers 
will travel throughout the town. Information pertaining 
the race listed below.  
Registration Options: 
Can register either online at www.trisportsevents.com or 
a mail-in option. 
Cost to Register: 
Registration Fee for runners/walks $25.00. After June 
27, 2019 and on the day of the event Registration Fee is 
$30.00 for runners/walkers. 
Registration and Race Time: 
Registration begins at 4:00 p.m.  
The race begins at 5:00 p.m.  
 

More Information: 
Go to www.trisportsevents.com or contact Laurel 

Town Hall at 302-875-2277. 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
http://www.trisportsevents.com/
http://www.trisportsevents.com/
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Town Events 

Town Family Movie Nights 
The Town of Laurel and the Laurel Police 
Department will begin holding “Family Movie 
Nights!” Town Movie Nights will begin in the 
Spring. Bring your families and friends and 
enjoy the fresh outdoors while watching a 
movie. Drinks and snacks will be available for 
purchase. Details pertaining Town Movie Nights 
listed below. 
 
Location: Janosik Park 
Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Dates: May 4, 2019 & June 8, 2019 
 
Movie Titles Will Be Announced Shortly!!! 
 

 

The Laurel Historical Society 
Presents 

 
Hoedown @ Hitchens’s Homestead  

 
Date: June 8, 2019 
Time: 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
Details Pertaining the Event 
There will be: 

• Music 
• Beer and Wine 
• Exhibits and More 

 
Donation:  
Adult: $10.00 per adult 
Child 16 & Under: $5.00 per    
child 
 

Bring Your Blankets and Lawn 
Chairs!!! 

Farmer’s Market 
The Town of Laurel will open the Farmer’s 
Market in mid-June and will be estimated 
to run through September. Details 
pertaining the market listed below. 
 
Location: Market Square Park 
When: Every Wednesday 
Time: 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  
 

Please Come Join Us and Support Your 
Local Growers!!! 

 

The Town of Laurel – Parks & Recreation  
The Town of Laurel’s Park & Recreation Committee are excited and proud 
to announce two more exciting events that will be taken place in Laurel. 
Listed below are the events. 
 

Ramblers Walking Tour 
A Fishing Tournament 

 
Dates & Times Will Be Coming Soon!!! 
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Community 
Activities 

Laurel Little League  
 

Opening Ceremonies & Parade 
Friday, April 12, 2019!!! 

 
Parade Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Parade Route: Route begins at North 
Laurel Early Learning Academy to the 
Ball Park. 
Open Ceremonies: Ceremonies will 
follow the parade. 
Amenities: Chicken BBQ on site and 
moon bounces to help celebrate 
Opening Day. 

 
 
 

Dog Dayz 5k Run/Walk  
The Laurel Elementary School presents 
the Dog Dayz 5k Wellness Run. Details 
pertaining the event listed below. 
 
Date: Friday, May 10, 2019 
Where: Laurel High School, 1133 South 
Central Ave; Laurel, De. 
When: 5:00 P.M. 
Who: Anyone and everyone that wants to 
register! Laurel students FREE with a 
paid adult. 
 
Registration Information 
Registration Fee: $20.00 with an event 
T-Shirt. 
Registration Options: 
(1) Register Online at www.races2run.com  
(2) Register with a paper copy or in     
person the day of the event. 
 
After Race Snacks and Water 
Participants will receive an after the 
race snack and water.  
 
Vendors 
Food & Non-Food Vendors will be set-up.  
 
  

13th Annual St. Philip’s 
Strawberry Festival 
 
Date: Saturday, May 18th, 2019  
      (RAIN OR SHINE) 
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Where: St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, 
Laurel, De. 
 
Breakfast Sandwiches Available 
  -Scrapple Sandwiches 
 
Lunch Menu: 
A Platter: 
Chicken Salad, Potato Salad, lettuce 
tomato and pickle. Drink included.  
 
Sandwich Options: 
(1.) Chicken Salad sandwich on a croissant 
with potato chips and a drink. 
(2.) Hotdog and Chips with a drink.  
(3.) Sausage and Chips with a drink. 
 
Make Sure You Save Room For Dessert!!!                      
List below of strawberry desserts. 

• Whipped Cream & Ice Cream 
• Homemade Strawberry Ice Cream 
• Strawberry Shortcake 
• Strawberries and Pound Cake & 

Whipped Cream & Ice Cream 
• Sliced Strawberries Ice Cream or 

Whipped Cream 
 
Attention Crafters and Vendors: 
-Please join us while tables are still 
available. 
 
-Complete a form and return it with a 
check. Check can be mailed to St. Philips 
Episcopal Church, 600 South Central 
Avenue, Laurel, De 19956. 
 
-Please make checks payable to St. 
Philip’s Church. 
 
-If you have any questions please contact 
Chairperson Barbara Wise @ 875-5537.  

http://www.races2run.com/
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Community 
Activities 

Trap Pond Partners - Trap Pond Family Jeep Jamboree 
 
Dates: April 12th & April 13th, 2019 
 
The Event Amenities: 
- Food Trucks, Vendors, Live Music, 50-50, Door Prizes, Raffle, Youth Fishing 

Tournament, and Wagon Rides. 
 
Schedule Lay-Out: 

• Friday, April 12, 2019 
  Meet ‘n Greet 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
  Cypress Point 
• Saturday, April 13, 2019 

8:00 a.m. Registration 
9:00 a.m.- 12 Noon Jeep Show ‘n Shine 
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Live Music 
11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. In-Park Scavenger Hunt (Open to Everyone) 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Awards and Drawings 

 
Registration Includes: 

3-Day Park Pass 
Event Shirt 
All Events 

For More Information: 
For more information pertaining the Trap Pond Family Jeep Jamboree please visit 
http://www.partyatthepond.com/  

Trap Pond Partners- 16th Annual Family Get-In Gear Bike Rally 
Date: Saturday, May 4, 2019 
Time: Registration Starts at 9:00 a.m. / Race Starts at 10:30 a.m.  
Rain Date: Sunday May 5, 2019  
Where: Bike Rally Riders bike around the Bob Trail at Trap Pond. (Bob Trail 5k) 
Tickets: $10 per rider - $25 per family  
 
Two Registration Options: 
(1.) Register online at www.trappondpartners.com  
(2.) Mail-in. 
 

EVERY RIDER UNDER THE AGE OF 16 MUST WEAR A HELMET NO EXCPETIONS. 
 
For More Information 
For more information pertaining the 16th Annual Family Get-In Gear Bike Rally please 
visit https://www.trappondpartners.com/bike-rally.html  
 

http://www.partyatthepond.com/
http://www.trappondpartners.com/
https://www.trappondpartners.com/bike-rally.html
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Community 
Activities 

Western Sussex Chamber of 
Commerce 8th Annual Bike-n’-Brew  
 
When: Saturday, June 1, 2019 
Where: 300 Wilson Street (North Laurel 
Elementary School) Laurel, De 19956 
Registration: Opens at 7:00 a.m.  
After Party: Begins at 11:00 a.m. at Janosik 
Park on the Broad Creek.  
 
Highlights Pertaining the Event Listed Below: 

• All routes begin and end in Laurel with 
designated rest stops with restrooms, 
beverages, and light snacks. 

• The Finish Party will feature local 
microbrews and a BBQ chicken lunch.  

• All participants must complete an event 
waiver prior to participating in the ride. 

• Rides include historic attractions, 
beautiful waterways, the Woodland Ferry, 
Trap Pond State Park, and more.  

• Participants 16 and under must always be 
accompanied by an adult and must wear a 
helmet.  

 
For More Information: 
Please contact the Western Sussex Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Phone: 302-629-9690   
Email:admin@westernsussexcoc.com   
Website: http://www.broadcreekbikeandbrew.com/ 
 

 
 
 

Water Colors Event  
The Water Colors Event is entering its 4th year. 
Over the past 3 years, 5 buses have been painted 
and this year 3 buses are projected to be 
painted. Details pertaining the event listed 
below. 
 
Date: Saturday, July 13, 2019 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Location: Roger C. Fisher Park 
 

     
 

Laurel Public Library 
 
Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:10a.m.-8p.m. 
Friday:10a.m.-5p.m. 
Saturday:10a.m.-2p.m. 
Sunday: Closed 
 
Page Turner Book Club 
This club meets every month on 
the second Thursday from 
3:00p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Listed 
below are the selected titles. 
 
April 11, 2019 
Book: The Perfect Horse 
Author: Elizabeth Letts 
 
May 9, 2019 
Book: The Housemaids Daughter 
Author: Barbara Mutch 
 
June 13, 2019 
Book: A Town Like Alice 
Author: Nevil Shute  
 
July 11, 2019 
Book: Song Yet Sung 
Author: James McBride 
 
August 8, 2019 
Book: The Day the World Came to 
Town 
Author: Jim DeFede 
 
Storytime 
Meets every Wednesday at 10:30 
a.m. or the first Saturday of 
every month at 10:30 a.m.  

-Children explore books, 
music, games, and crafts. 

 
Summer Reading Block Party 

Kick-Off!!! 
Date: Saturday, June 8, 2019 
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Games, food, music, vendors, 

and more!!! 
 
  

 
 

http://www.broadcreekbikeandbrew.com/
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Bike-To-Work Day 

Bike-To-Work Day 
As you step onto your bike and fasten your helmet, you will soon begin to reminisce your 
favorite childhood memories of riding your bike and the sensation of the warm air running 
through your hair.  The month of May is a perfect time to reunite with your old friend 
the “bicycle,” because it’s National Bike Month!!! The month of May also celebrates and 
recognizes “BIKE TO WORK DAY.” Bike to Work Day is observed on the third Friday of every 
May to encourage individuals to bike to work on that day. Biking is an activity that 
not only boosts your physical health, but it also improves your mental health. Bike to 
Work Day was first recognized in 1965 by the League of American Bicyclists (Bike to Work 
Day, n.d.) 
 

Benefits of Bike to Work Day 
Listed below are benefits to help encourage individuals to participate in Bike to Work 

Day. 
 

FITNESS: By riding your bike to work it helps with your physical health, which 
reduces or burns off calories. Utilizing your bike also improves your energy levels, 
reduces blood pressure, tones and builds muscles, and builds coordination. (Bike to 
Work Day, n.d.) 
MENTAL FUNCTIONING: By riding your bike it helps improves your mental health by 
increasing your memory, your learning ability, and your brains overall health. (Bike 
to Work Day, n.d.) 
MONEY: By utilizing your bike to work it allows you to decrease your spending 
regarding your vehicle. You could reduce your maintenance expenses pertaining your 
vehicle, your insurance costs, and parking fees. (Bike to Work Day, n.d.) 
CONVEINENCE:  When driving your vehicle, you can encounter heavy traffic patterns, 
searching for a parking spot, or having vehicle maintenance glitches. When biking to 
work you could easily bypass heavy traffic buildup, park your bike by the nearest 
pole, and you wouldn’t have to worry over vehicle maintenance issues that could arise. 
(Bike to Work Day, n.d.) 
ENTERTAINMENT VALUE: Biking is a great activity that many of us enjoy on weekends 
for entertainment, but why not utilize the bike throughout the work week. Biking 
allows you to interact with the outdoors and of all nature’s beauty. (Bike to Work 
Day, n.d.) 
SAFETY: Research has shown that riding a bicycle is safer than driving your car. If 
there were more bicycles on the road drivers will alter their driving habits. 
Ultimately, this could lead to drivers becoming more aware of the bicyclists on the 
road. (Bike to Work Day, n.d.) 
 

BIKE-TO-WORK DAY 
Friday, May 17, 2019 

Article: Bike-to-Work Day 
Website: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/  
URL: 
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/bike
-work-day/  

http://www.holidayscalendar.com/
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/bike-work-day/
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/bike-work-day/
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Bicycle Safety 
Checklist 

Wear a Helmet 
It’s important to find a helmet 
that fits you correctly and 
straps are adjusted accordingly. 
By wearing a secured helmet, it 
could easily help and reduce 
serious injuries. 

Be Visible  
It’s important to make yourself 
as visible as possible when 
riding a bike. 

-Utilize Bright Clothing. 
-Use front and rear 
reflectors if biking at 
dark. 

Check Your Bike 
Before you take your bike out 
for a ride it’s important to 
examine your bike. Check your: 
 -Tire Pressure 
 -Brakes  

-Bicycle Chain. Your      
bike chain may need oil 
if it’s rusty or making a 
noise.  

 

Go With the Flow 
It’s important when you’re 
riding your bicycle that you’re 
riding in the same direction as 
traffic.  

Keep Hands on Handlebars 
When riding your bike its best to keep your 
hands on the handlebars. It’s best to 
purchase a basket to attach to your bicycle 
to keep your hands free. The basket can 
carry: school books or groceries. 
 

Use Caution Near Intersections 
When riding your bike, it is important to 
follow all traffic signals just as if you 
were driving your car. It’s important to 
stay alert and be observant when riding your 
bike.  

Signals 
To help notify motorists bicyclists need to 
either utilize verbal or non-verbal signals. 
Bicyclists can either:  
  -Utilize a bell. 

-Verbal communication          
(State: On Your Left)  

Avoid Listening to Music  
Bicyclists should avoid utilizing a headset 
when biking. Bicyclists need to be aware of 
their surroundings and wearing a headset can 
be distracting.  

Use Caution When Riding Near Parked 
Cars 
When riding your bike, you must be aware of 
cars that are in drive and cars that are 
parked. It is recommended that bicyclist 
ride 4 feet away from a parked car to avoid 
open car doors when biking.   

Article: Ditch the dark shirt and other bike safety tips. 
Why bright colors and a bike helmet are essential. 
Author: Karin Weisburgh 
Published: July 27, 2015 
Website: https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/index.htm  
URL:  
https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/news/2015/07/10-bike-
safety-tips/index.htm  

https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/index.htm
https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/news/2015/07/10-bike-safety-tips/index.htm
https://www.consumerreports.org/cro/news/2015/07/10-bike-safety-tips/index.htm
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A Spring Flower’s 
Guide 

A Spring Flower’s Guide 
When birds are chirping, flower blossoms are beginning to peak, the grass is turning a vibrant 
green, and the days are beginning to become warmer, we realize the Spring Season is upon us. When 
we think about Spring we immediately begin to think of the warmth and the pastel colors of the 
season. Once Spring is around the corner many of us begin to watch our annual spring flowers that 
we planted last fall begin to bloom in a range of bright colors throughout our yard. Listed below 
is a list of the most popular spring flowers to purchase. 
 
Crocus 
The crocus flower is known to make their first appearance when there is still snow upon the 
ground, which leads them to be the first flower to arrive in Spring. This flower has an array of 
color options, which include purple, yellow, lavender, cream, and white. The crocus flowers 
blossom every spring and their bulbs are known to generate more flowers each spring. Bee’s are 
very attracted to the crocus due to their rich pollen within the flower. The crocus flower enjoys 
the sun or partial shade and a soil that drains-well (Longfield Gardens, 2019). 
Daffodils  
The daffodil flower is one of the first spring flowers to make its way into the spring season, 
which ultimately signifies the conclusion of winter. The daffodil flower is one of the most 
popular spring flowers, which consists of their white petals and yellow centers. The daffodil 
flower represents good luck, prosperity, and faithfulness (Telaflora, 2018). 
Tulips 
A tulip is one the most popular spring flowers that is utilized in many spring weddings or just a 
simple centerpiece. The tulip is known for its bulb like appearance and its wide range of colors. 
Did you know each color of a tulip portrays a different unique meaning? A red tulip signifies 
true love, a yellow tulip represents happy thoughts, and the white tulip portrays forgiveness. If 
tulips are your favorite spring flower to plant it’s important to note that they enjoy the 
sunlight and a soil that drains well (Telaflora, 2018). 
Freesia 
A freesia flower is a spring flower that has blossoms which are bright in color and portrays a 
lemon or orange scent. This spring flower is best planted in a sunny area because they crave the 
sunlight. A freesia flower is available in different colors including white, yellow, orange, red, 
pink, and lavender. By planting a variety colors of a freesia flower, you can simply create a 
beautiful colorful flower bed in your garden (Telaflora, 2018). 
Lilac 
The lilac flower is a spring flower that portrays a pale purple color and perfumes a sweet-
smelling fragrance. The lilac is available in different sizes, which includes dwarf shrubs to all 
the way to taller trees. If you decide the lilac flower is the flower you envision in your 
garden, it is recommended that you plant the flower when the spring season begins. Like many of 
the spring flowers the lilac also enjoys the sunlight and a moist soil (Telaflora, 2018). 
Daisies 
The daisy flower is one of the most timeless spring flowers that simply represents the test of 
time. Many of us think the daisy flower portrays just their classic white petals and a yellow 
center. Consequently, they are available in different and vibrant colors. This spring flower 
signifies loyalty and pure intentions (Telaflora, 2018). 
Hyacinths  
A hyacinth flower is a spring flower that has a bulb-shape liked blossoms and perfumed with a 
sweet-smelling fragrance. Hyacinths are available in different vibrant colors that include 
purple, pink, apricot, rose, white, and cream. If you desire to plant hyacinths flowers in your 
garden, they enjoy bright sunlight and a soil that drains well (Telaflora, 2018).   

Article: The Most Popular Spring Flower to Buy 
Author: Teleflora 
Published: March 13, 2018 
Website: https://www.teleflora.com/  
URL: https://www.teleflora.com/blog/the-most-popular-
spring-flowers-to-buy/  

Article: All About Crocus  
Author: Longfield Gardens 
Published: 2019 
Website: https://www.longfield-gardens.com/  
URL: https://www.longfield-gardens.com/article/All-About-
Crocus  
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The History of 
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The History of Laurel’s Newspapers 
The Laurel Gazette 
On August 15, 1885 the Town of Laurel published their first newspaper named the Laurel Gazette. 
The gazette was first published by C.W. (LUM) Kenny and S.D. Gordon. In 1886, the paper would be 
published by Jos F.P. Smith. By the year of 1888, the paper would be published once again by Kenny 
and Gordon. Kenny and Gordon’s partnership lasted until 1889 when the paper was bought by Governor 
Marvil. The Laurel Gazette was located at the corner of 2nd and Poplar Street. When Governor 
Marvil passed in 1895, the newspaper was purchased by Charles A. Hastings (Sesqui-Centennial 
Laurel, Delaware 1802-1952).  The Laurel Gazette was published weekly at Laurel and individuals 
could subscribe to the paper for a $1.00 per year. The newspaper was distributed throughout the 
lower peninsula and throughout the U.S. (The History of Nineteenth Century Laurel, 1983, pg. 372).  
 
Sussex Countian  
In the year of 1890, C.W. Kenny the previous publisher of the Laurel Gazette formed the Sussex 
Countian newspaper to compete with the Laurel Gazette. When Mr. Hastings purchased the Laurel 
Gazette both newspapers were merged together and the paper continued to run as the Sussex Countian 
(Sesqui-Centennial Laurel, Delaware 1802-1952). The Sussex Countian was also published weekly at 
Laurel and individuals could subscribe for a $1.00 per year (The History of Nineteenth Century 
Laurel, 1983, pg. 382). 
 
The State Register 
In approximately 1904, the paper was purchased by Edward M. Fowler and he renamed the paper as 
The State Register. The State Register building consisted of a two-story frame building located 
on Delaware Avenue. The Register was more oriented to the Democratic readers, which ultimately 
lead to the Republicans readers to create their own paper titled the Delaware Leader. The Delaware 
Leader also utilized a two-story frame building, which was right across from the Register and was 
edited by Mr. Edwin Totten. The Leader was ultimately discontinued in the year of 1925. The State 
Register would soon be sold on November 1, 1917 and purchased by William Metten of a holding 
company. In the year of 1924, the Register was purchased by a new stock company consisting of at 
least thirty Laurel Democrats, who were led by William E. Valliant. Mr. Valliant owned and operated 
the Valliant Fertilizer Company. (The State Register 1959). 
 
The State Register would soon out grow their original building on Delaware Avenue in 1927 and move 
into a two-story brick structure on Central Avenue. By 1930, the Register was not only publishing 
their own paper, but they also published the Seaford Leader, The Federalsburg Times, and the 
Maryland Independent of Easton. The Register also published the Dover Weekly and Lewes Paper for 
a period (The State Register, 1959). 
 
The Register encountered different ownerships throughout the paper’s existence. The stock company 
would first sell their interests to the editor Mr. R.S. Brock. The newspaper was then sold to a 
chain organization from West Virginia called the Woodyard Publications. Woodyard Publications 
operated the paper for two years with Mr. Brock as the editor. Mr. Brock would then again purchase 
the paper from Woodyard Publications due to unacceptable measures. Mr. Reuben Plevinsky would be 
the next individual to purchase the Register. Mr. Plevinsky sold the paper in 1948 to Mr. Gilbert 
Jones. Mr. Jones was forced to sell the paper to Mr. Norman Harrington of Easton due to his poor 
health. The Register soon began printing the paper from Denton, Maryland leaving only the business 
office in the Town of Laurel. This led to dissatisfied Laurel businessman, which ultimately lead 
to plans to create a local paper that would compete with the Register. Mr. Harrington suggested 
he would sell his interests regarding the paper once the plans of a competing paper became public. 
Laurel’s businessman purchased the new stock of the paper to regain the title. Their goal was to 
continue to operate, print, and publish the paper within the town (The State Register, 1959). 
 
 
Book: Sesqui-Centennial Laurel, 
Delaware 1802-1952 
Chapter: Laurel Newspaper History 
Page: 37 

Book: The History of Nineteenth 
Century Laurel 
Author: Harold Hancock 
Publisher: Otterbein College Print 
Shop Westerville, Ohio, 1983 
Pages: 372 & 382 Newspaper: The State 

Register 
Date: Friday, January 16, 
1959 
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The State Register 
Photographs 

 

The State Register 
Building in about the 
c1930’s. 

 

The State Register 
Building in about the 
c1950’s.  

Photographs: Courtesy of the Laurel 
Historical Society and cannot be reproduced 
without permission. 
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H Y A C I N T H P Z R B A S E B A L L R B E E S P G D P W N 
O Z Q J P A S T E L A R L T W Z Y A F G H L S P Q S A N E O 
B I K E J T F H I O I E N U M B R E L L A T B V W N N Y A L 
L M W V Q U R J N S N E L S E O M H J C B D L A S U D O T D 
O A S S T R D E L N C Z A R U S P N D L S V U Q A P E L H A 
S Y U W N E S T E E O E G R S U K H I S G U B Y D A L S E F 
S F N B C A L W T S A T V I E N P Y O W I N D Y S I I E R F 
O L S A V C H I C K T S P N A G L D A G F C L Q L X O I Z O 
M O H C D L K G T V A C Q G S L Z T U L I P F Y S T N S V D 
M W I G S T O S P R I N G B O A S A I H J C L O U D S I G I 
O E N L U N L C U L P E O R N S N S V B O T O N P V S A N L 
O R E O I O Q R D S A V W E P S J G U L B S W D I E S D I S 
L S R B G T O C D H T N C A S E C N L F G A E S P A A V M E 
B P R O B I N T L V E X T K W S N O P S R G R E E N R T R E 
S P R I N G C L E A N I N G E Y S R E W O H S Z X V G U A D 
R A I N B O O T S G F L W A T E R I N G C A N P W E T C W S 

 

SPRING THEMED WORD SEARCH 
DIRECTIONS 
Words can be found either vertical, horizontal, backwards, or 
forwards. 
 
Bloom   Blossom  Bike   Daisies 
Breeze  Bulbs   Chick   Dandelions 
Bunny   Bees   Clouds  Flowers 
Baseball  Blue Sky  Daffodils  Green 
 
Grass   Lily   Puddles  Raincoat 
Hyacinth  May Flowers Pastel  Rain 
Kite   Nest   Plant   Robin 
Ladybug  Nature  Rabbit  Rainboots 
 
Season  Sprout  Seeds   Warming 
Spring Cleaning Spring Break Tulip   Weather 
Showers  Sunshine  Trees   Windy 
Spring  Sunglasses  Twigs   Wet 
Umbrella  Watering Can 


