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A Message From The Mayor’s Desk 
As I write I sense that there is a wide range of emotions including 
despair, anxiety, and frustration within our population. Fall to me 
is synonymous with mums, pumpkins, and Friday Night Football. So, for 
me, add depression because COVID-19 has taken away our exciting 
Bulldog football games. 
 
But I also see many positives where our people and organizations have 
risen to meet the challenges imposed on us by the pandemic. As I ride 
around town, shop, and attend meetings, I see great compliance with 
the recommendation to wear masks and maintain social distancing. I 
have proudly reported that observation to Governor Carney on biweekly 
calls with the other Delaware Mayors. 
 
I believe Town Administrative Staff and the Laurel Police Department 
have done an excellent job maintaining town services and serving our 
citizens. Mayor and Council have been able to move the” peoples’ 
business” through the Zoom video conferencing platform. While perhaps 
not perfect, the Zoom meetings have been effective. We all look 
forward to the day when we can return to live meetings at Town Hall.  
 
I am pleased to report that Laurel is enjoying a single-family housing 
construction boom. Last year 8 new homes were constructed. This year 
13 are under construction and plans for addition single family homes 
continue to be filed. Proposed construction in the Rt. 13 Corridor 
is still active, but delayed because of COVID-19. Hopefully, we will 
have something exciting to report soon.  
 
I’d like to give a few shout outs to the Laurel School District, the 
Laurel Ministerial Association, and the Delaware Food Bank for 
providing food for families impacted by the loss of jobs and other 
financial stress due to the economic downturn. 
 
Speaking of food, thanks go to the Food Lion Management for investing 
thousands in renovation of the Laurel Food Lion. Thanks also go to 
the restaurants and shops who have struggled to operate under reduced 
capacity COVID-19 Guidelines. 
 
Kudo’s to all the workers – medical professionals, truck drivers, 
store checkout clerks and countless others for tending to our health 
and essential service needs. You are all patriots! 
 
As mother earth turns to Fall, so too, shall we over COVID-19. 
American medical scientists are the world’s best. I am confident a 
vaccine is on the horizon which will enable us to once again enjoy 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
 
     Respectfully, 
      

Laurel Mayor John J. Shwed 
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Town News 

 
Housing Renovation & Construction 

If you are resident or either a visitor passing through our town you will quickly notice 
our small-town charm and our vibrant history that we all share and love. Many towns 
around the country have endured the same obstacles as we face as a town including empty 
store fronts and vacant houses. Over the past couple of years, the Town of Laurel has 
been working with various partners to help pave a path toward a neighborhood 
revitalization.  The town continues to gain and grow momentum with every revitalization 
project to help make a better and prosperous Laurel. 
 
Milford Housing and Habitat for Humanity Project 

The Town of Laurel partnered with the Laurel Redevelopment Corporation, Milford 
Housing, and Sussex County Habitat for Humanity for a major revitalization project at 
Laurel’s Old Town Neighborhood. The project was funded by a $500,000 grant from the 
Delaware State Housing Authority (Bozzini, 2019). The Delaware State Housing Authority 
managed the Strong Neighborhood Housing Fund, which helps leads efforts toward community 
development and transforming neighborhoods who are experiencing blight or other forms 
of stress (Walling, 2017). This project will help create a Neighborhood Revitalization 
located at Oak and 2nd Street within town. 

The Milford Housing Authority held a Groundbreaking Ceremony in April 2019 at Oak 
and 2nd Street to build and sell 4 new single-family homes.  The Town of Laurel donated 
a portion of land to help lead the project. All four homes were actively advertised for 
sale during the summer of 2019. During the early spring of this year, all 4 homes were 
completed, and Certificates of Occupancies have been issued. 

During the past few years, Habitat for Humanity has already rehabilitated 3 homes 
in Old Town Laurel. Habitat for Humanity held two Home Dedications in 2018, one to the 
Johnson Family and the second one to the Carter Family. In 2019, Habitat for Humanity 
held a Blessing of the Home Ceremony to the Scye Family.  Habitat for Humanity continues 
to be an asset to the town, and they continue to pursue their commitment to the 
Neighborhood Revitalization Project. 
 
Villas on Broad Creek Project 
In 2018, developer Mr. Mike Meoli was awarded a Downtown Development District rebate to 
complete the Villa’s on Broad Creek Project. The completion of the Villa’s project was 
put on a stand-still in 2008-2009 due to the housing crisis (Villa’s on Broad Creek, 
2017). The Downtown Development District offers incentives for rehabilitation for 
commercial/residential properties, demolition, and new construction. In early 2020, 
construction of the 4 single family units were under away at the Villa’s. 
 
Dunbar: Subdivision of Lots 
At the November Mayor & Council Meeting in 2019 Mayor & Council elected to subdivide 
the town property behind Dunbar facing West 7th Street into six residential lots. During 
this past June’s Mayor & Council Meeting Mayor & Council elected to accept the bid from 
Mr. Clint Dunn in the amount of $78,000. All six lots will consist of a 50 by 80 
residential lot with a constructed single-family home and a R-2 Zoning. Construction is 
projected to start during the summer of 2020. 
 
The town has several rehabilitation and construction housing projects occurring through 
the town. The town currently has 12 single-family houses under construction. The next 
time you decide to venture out, ride through the town and witness all the housing 
projects taken place and you will begin to envision a better and healthier Laurel. 

Article: Local organizations continue revitalizing downtown Laurel 
Author: Dani Bozzini 
Year: April 16, 2019 
Website: www.wmdt.com  
url: https://www.wmdt.com/2019/04/local-organizations-continue-
revitalizing-downtown-laurel/  

Author: Lee Ann Walling 
Year: March 14, 2017 
Website: www.reimaginelaurel.net 
URL: http://www.reimaginelaurel.net/lrc-
gets-500000-for-revitalization/  
 

Article: Villa’s on Broad Creek 
Year: 2017 
Website: www.laurelredevelopment.com 
URL: 
https://www.laurelredevelopment.com/portfoli
o-item/villas-on-broad-creek/  
 

http://www.wmdt.com/
https://www.wmdt.com/2019/04/local-organizations-continue-revitalizing-downtown-laurel/
https://www.wmdt.com/2019/04/local-organizations-continue-revitalizing-downtown-laurel/
http://www.reimaginelaurel.net/
http://www.reimaginelaurel.net/lrc-gets-500000-for-revitalization/
http://www.reimaginelaurel.net/lrc-gets-500000-for-revitalization/
http://www.laurelredevelopment.com/
https://www.laurelredevelopment.com/portfolio-item/villas-on-broad-creek/
https://www.laurelredevelopment.com/portfolio-item/villas-on-broad-creek/
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                  Historical Commercial Development Guidelines Recipients 
During this past winter, A&K Enterprise was a recipient of the Downtown Historical 
Commercial Development Guidelines Sign Replacement Grant. Pictured below is their brand-
new sign located on the front of their building at North Central Avenue. In the winter of 
2018, the town was awarded a grant of $10,000 from the USDA to create a Design Guide for 
Historical Commercial locations residing within the Downtown Development District. The 
Mayor and Council adopted the Design Guide in August of 2018. In early 2019, the town 
invited nearly 25 business owners within the DDD to the Laurel Public Library to hear the 
presentation of the Design Guide presented by the Steering Committee. 
 
Façade Improvement Grants Applications & Design Guide 
If you’re a historical business owner who resides within the DDD and are interested in 
taken advantage of this grant opportunity please feel free in contacting the Town of 
Laurel Office or visiting our website at www.townoflaurel.net for more information. 
 
Note: Both the Façade Improvement Grant Application & Design Guide are available at Town 
Hall or online for your review.  

Pictured are A&K Enterprise Owners next to their new sign.  

 

     Adoption of the FY 2021 Budget 
 
A Public Hearing Was Held  
On June 1, 2021, a public hearing was held via Zoom pertaining the FY 2021 Budget. Town Manager 
Smith presented the FY 2021 Budget to the Mayor & Council. The purpose of the public hearing was 
to allow citizens to voice any questions or comments regarding the FY2021 Budget. The proposed FY 
2021 Budget was made available to town citizens on Tuesday, May 19, 2021 on the town’s website and 
town’s Facebook page. 
 
Adoption Day  
The FY 2021 Budget was adopted at the June 15, 2020 Mayor & Council Meeting via Zoom.  
 
Highlights of the FY 2021 Budget 

• Obtaining a 1-year deferral on the town’s loan payment, which allows the town to balance the 
budget without any increases to taxes, water, sewer, and trash user fees. 

• The budget does not include any fee increase to our residents or businesses. 
• The budget includes an increase of 10% to health insurance. 
• A 2% increase for all union employees as well as non-union employees. 
• The budget includes making one of the part time code positions to a full-time position, 

starting January 21, at the recommendation of the town’s Director of Code Enforcement. If 
the position is not needed, the position will continue to operate as a part-time position. 

 
FY 2021 Budget is Available 
If you wish to review the FY 2021 Budget, it is made available on The Town of Laurel’s website. 
Website: www.townoflaurel.net  
 
 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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 Town Property Taxes FY 2021 
Each year the town utilizes the Sussex County 
1974 Tax Assessment for the town’s annual real 
estate taxes and assessment for properties 
located in the Municipal Boundaries. The Mayor 
& Council adopted the Sussex County 1974 Tax 
Assessment at July’s via Zoom Mayor & Council 
Meeting. Once, the list is adopted the town may 
move forward with the annual tax billing. 
 
Court of Appeals 
The Town of Laurel held their Court of Appeals 
on Monday, August 17, 2020 via Zoom. The Court 
of Appeals allows the public to appeal the 
assessment and the appeal will be sent to 
Sussex County. 
 
Property Taxes: Due Date 
Taxes were distributed by mail to all property 
owners in late August of this year.  
 
Listed Below Are Details Regarding Payment 

• 1% Discount if taxes are paid in full 
before September 30th. 

• If payment is not received by November 30th 
a penalty rate of 5% per month is added. 

• Retroactive to October 1st and 5% every 
month thereafter. 

Ordinance 2020-4 
Amending Chapter 92 Licenses 
The Mayor & Council adopted Ordinance 
2020-4 an amendment to Chapter 92 
Licenses, Section 12 Licenses 
Application at August’s Mayor and 
Council Meeting via Zoom.  
 
Highlights of Ordinance: 
“The Town Manager may withhold the 
issuance of a business and/or rental 
license for the outstanding balance(s) 
of water/sewer/trash, grass cutting, 
clean ups, taxes and/or any other 
outstanding fee owed to the Town of 
Laurel. Should the town withhold the 
issuance of a license because of the 
above, the license will be considered 
late/past due if not paid by the 
deadline date and a late fee imposed as 
stated in this Chapter.” 
 
1st and 2nd Reading of Ordinances: 
1st Reading: July 20, 2020 
2nd Reading: August 17, 2020 
 

 Town Hall Opening & COVID-19 Protocols 
The Laurel Town Offices closed their doors to the public in mid-March due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic. Residents were encouraged to pay their bills either online or utilizing the 
payment window at town hall while the offices were closed to the public. It’s safe to 
say again that Laurel Town Hall opened their doors to the public on Monday, June 15, 
2020 with proper provisions. To maintain safety between both the town staff and residents 
a brand-new barrier wall was constructed in the Administrative Office to minimize 
contact. Hand Sanitizers stands were also donated to the town by the Laurel Fire 
Department. 
 
Town Hall Covid-19 Protocols: 

• Everyone who enters Town Hall must wear a face covering. 
• Maximum of one person may enter the Administrative Offices, Code Department, and 

Alderman Court at a time. If someone is in either office, please exit and wait 
until they have exited the office before entering.   

• Residents may still utilize the payment window if they still choose to do so. 
 
The town will continue to abide by the State of Delaware’s regulations and rulings 
regarding safety and capacity. 
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Delaware Housing Assistance Program & Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program 

Once the Coronavirus Pandemic struck in mid-March, Governor Carney began and continues to hold 
conference calls with all the municipalities through out the State of Delaware. The conference calls 
allow Governor Carney to give brief overviews of policy’s and protocols pertaining the COVID-19 
Pandemic with all municipalities.  Municipalities in all the counties are given an opportunity to 
ask questions and give a brief re-cap on their municipality. On the August Conference Call Governor 
Carney presented a few highlights pertaining to the $40 million funding in Housing Assistance for 
Delaware renters and homeowners.  
 
In mid-August Governor Carney along with the Delaware State Housing Authority (DSHA), and New Castle 
County announced the re-opening of the Delaware Housing Assistance Program (DE-HAP). DE-HAP is a 
program that allows financial assistance for renters who have been affected by COVID-19. All parties 
listed above also introduced, the Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program (DEMAP), which allows help 
to homeowners who were unable to pay their bills because of COVID-19. Both the State of Delaware 
and New Castle County will provide a combined $40 million in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act. The CARES Act will provide funding payments to both eligible renters 
and homeowners (Governor Carney, DSHA, New Castle County Announce $40 Million in Housing Assistance, 
2020) 
 
Delaware Housing Assistance Program (DE-HAP) 
The DE-HAP program allows the necessary financial assistance to renters who have either been shut-
down, experienced closures, experienced lay-offs, reducing working hours, or unpaid leave due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic. This program was first launched in March, but temporarily shut down to an 
overpouring response, which led DSHA to review federal funding opportunities. Currently under the 
revised program guidelines it states:” Eligible households can now receive up to $5,000 in 
assistance, with payments made directly to the property owner.” (Governor Carney, DSHA, New Castle 
County Announce $40 Million in Housing Assistance, 2020) 
 
Who’s Eligible for Delaware Housing Assistance Program? 

• Applicants must reside in the State of Delaware and have a maximum household income post-
pandemic at or below 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI) for the county they reside in. 

• Applications must be submitted by landlords or property owners on behalf of the tenants 
through the newly created application portal on DSHA’s website.  

 
Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program (DEMAP) 
The DEMAP is an assistance program funded by DSHA that help provides financial assistance to 
homeowners who were directly affected by COVID-19. This program will provide help homeowners who 
are in jeopardy of foreclosure because of job loss, experienced reduced work hours, or unpaid leave 
due to COVID-19 (Governor Carney, DSHA, New Castle County Announce $40 Million in Housing Assistance, 
2020) 
 
Who’s Eligible for Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program (DEMAP) 

• Homeowners can apply for up to $5,000 per household paid directly to the mortgage servicer. 
• An applicant must own their home in the State of Delaware, and it is their primary residence. 
• Homeowners must have a maximum household income post-pandemic at or below 80% of the Area 

Median Income (AMI)for the county they reside in. 
• Kent County and Sussex County maximum household income limit is $65,520 
• New Castle County maximum household income limit is $77,280 

 
Looking for More Information on COVID-19 Rental and Mortgage Assistance Programs? 
Please visit www.destatehouse.com/covid19 for more information pertaining COVID-19 Rental and 
Mortgage Assistance Programs.  
 

Article: Governor Carney, DSHA, New Castle County Announce $40 Million in Housing Assistance 
Date: August 10, 2020 
Website: www.delaware.gov  URL: https://news.delaware.gov/2020/08/10/governor-carney-dsha-new-castle-county-announce-40-million-in-housing-assistance/?print=print 
 

http://www.destatehouse.com/covid19
http://www.delaware.gov/
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Town Projects 

Boat Ramp Concept Plan 
On the June 15, 2020 Mayor & Council Meeting a proposed 
Boat Ramp Concept Plan was presented to Mayor & Council 
by Mr. Jeremy Ashe from DNREC. Mr. Ashe explained the 
proposed boat ramp location would be right near the Mill 
Dam Bridge right across from Cooper Street. The proposed 
location is currently operated and maintained by the 
Delaware Fish & Wildlife. Mr. Ashe stated the current 
boat ramp East of Rt.13 is difficult to maintain and 
while inspecting the Mill Dam Bridge he suggested moving 
the boat ramp to the new proposed location.  
 
Details About the New Boat Ramp 

• Will have up to 14 to 15 trailer parking spots. 
• Entrance would be located on the East Side. 
• Will install 2-way traffic and a courtesy dock. 
• Will install an Auxiliary Parking Lot Expansion. 
• Will have a Planting Area, which will be the 

responsibility of the Regional Manager.  
 
Goal of Boat Ramp Project 
Mr. Ashe explained a software is utilized for the design 
process and the creation of entrances of a boat ramp to 
help determine the traffic flow. Mr. Ashe advised their 
goal isn’t to design a project that will impede traffic.  
 
Mayor & Council Endorsed Boat Ramp Concept 
The Mayor & Council elected to endorse the Boat Ramp 
Concept presented by Mr. Ashe at the June Mayor & Council 
Meeting.  
 
Listed Below is the Concept Plan of the Boat Ramp 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Tidewater Park Update 

Since Tidewater Park broke ground in 
the summer of 2018, the town and 
partners have acquired various types 
of funding to complete an array of 
projects regarding the park. The town 
announced at the July Mayor & Council 
Meeting they were a recipient of a 
$100,000 Delaware State Parks Matching 
Grant. This grant will help allow the 
installation and design of the nature-
based playground at Tidewater Park.  
 
What Is Tidewater Park? 
Tidewater Park is a piece of the Ramble 
Project, where it will consist of a 
nature base playground. This park will 
be environmentally friendly due to its 
ability to produce a greener 
infrastructure and provide a 
stormwater management with a 
constructed wetland.  
 
What Is The Ramble? 
The Ramble Project will consist of a 
green, mixed use community that 
compliments that natural features 
along Broad Creek. The design will 
consist of a nature-based park for 
children, cottage style homes, a kayak 
launch, a village green area, an 
emphasis on nature tourism, and new 
businesses.  
 
Funding Secured for Tidewater Park 

• Matching Grant State of Delaware 
Division of Parks and Recreation 
(CTF Funding Matched) 

• Matching Grant Delaware Department 
of Natural Resources 
(CTF Funding Matched) 

• Matching Grant Delaware State Parks 
 
Tidewater Park Projects Completed 

 Kayak Launch 
 Bioswale and Constructed 

Wetlands 
 Construction of Foot Bridge 
 Crush/Run Walkway 

 
 

Bandstand Project 
The town announced at the July Mayor & Council Meeting they were a recipient 
of a $4,000 grant from Sussex County. This grant will be utilized to make 
the necessary improvements to the Bandstand in Market Street Square Park.  
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Trash, Yard Waste, & Recycle Reminder 
Just a friendly reminder that your large canister is utilized for 
trash and your small canister is utilized for recycling. Note that 
your trash canister and your recycle canister cannot be used 
interchangeably.  

SEPTEMBER 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

2 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

3 
RECYCLE    
WEST SIDE 

4 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

5 

6 7 8 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

9 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

10 
RECYCLE 

EAST SIDE 

11 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

12 

13 14 15 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

16 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

17 
RECYCLE 
WEST SIDE 

18 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

19 

20 21 22 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

23 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

24 
RECYCLE 
EAST SIDE 

25 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

26 

27 28 29 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

30 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

   

 

OCTOBER 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
RECYCLE 
WEST SIDE 

2 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

3 

4 5 6 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

7 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

8 
RECYCLE  

EAST SIDE 

9 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

10 

11 12 13 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

14 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

15 
RECYCLE 
WEST SIDE 

16 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

17 

18 19 20 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

21 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

22 
RECYCLE  
EAST SIDE 

23 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

24 

25 26 27 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

28 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

29 
RECYCLE 
WEST SIDE 

30 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

31 
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NOVEMBER 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

4 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

5 
RECYCLE 
EAST SIDE 

6 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

7 
 

8 9 10 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

11 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

12 
RECYCLE 

WEST SIDE 

13 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

14 

15 16 17 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

18 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

19 
RECYCLE 
EAST SIDE 

20 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

21 

22 23 24 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

25 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

26 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

27 
RECYCLE 
WEST SIDE 

28 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 
29 30      

 

DECEMBER 2020 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

2 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE  

3 
RECYCLE 
EAST SIDE 

4 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

5 

6 7 8 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

9 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

10 
RECYCLE 

WEST WIDE 

11 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

12 

13 14 15 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

16 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

17 
RECYCLE 
EAST SIDE 

18 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

19 

20 21 22 
TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

23 
YARD WASTE 
WEST SIDE 

24 
RECYCLE 
WEST SIDE 

25 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

26 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 
27 28 29 

TRASH PICK-UP 
EAST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

30 
YARD WASTE 
EAST SIDE 

31 
RECYCLE 
EAST SIDE 

JAN. 1 
TRASH PICK-UP 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

 

 

Mayor & Council Meetings 
       (Held Virtual By Zoom) 

Note: Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Mayor & Council Meetings are being held via Zoom. Mayor & 
Council elected at the past August Mayor & Council Meeting to invest in a Vast Teleconferencing 
with a video and a dialer to allow for in-person meetings. Timeline of projected in-person 
meetings are still to come.  

 
September Schedule       November Schedule                   Agendas Posted              
   -Tuesday, September 8, 2020          -Monday, November 2, 2020           On town website and                  
   -Monday, September 21, 2020          -Monday, November 16, 2020          town’s Facebook Page. 
October Schedule     December Schedule                   Website:  
   -Monday, October 5, 2020             -Monday, December 7, 2020           www.townoflaurel.net  
   -Monday, October 19, 2020            -Monday, December 21, 2020           

“First Meetings of Each Month Are Held Open If Needed” 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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 Town Holiday Closing Dates 
 
Note: Listed below are the following dates Town 
Hall will be closed. 
 
Labor Day: Monday, September 7, 2020 
Columbus Day: Monday, October 12, 2020 
Election Day: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 
Return Day: Thursday, November 5, 2020 
Veteran’s Day: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 
Thanksgiving: Thursday, November 26, 2020 
Thanksgiving Friday: Friday, November 27, 2020 
Christmas Eve: Thursday, December 24, 2020 
Christmas Day: Friday, December 25, 2020 
New Year’s Day: Friday, January 1, 2020 

 
Day Light Saving Time Ends 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 

 
The COVID-19 Pandemic continues to impact 
the well-being of everyday life including 
our jobs. The Laurel Police Department has 
continued to serve our town during the 
pandemic. A special thank you to Delaware 
Helping Warriors Outdoors for issuing 
sanitizer and cleaning products to the 
department. In mid-May the Laurel Police 
Department participated in The Laurel 
Ministerial Association’s Drive-Thru Food 
Box Giveaway by directing traffic. The 
department recently added to their fleet by 
acquiring a black Chevrolet Caprice for 
patrol. The department was recently a proud 
recipient of a COPS Grant during the mid-
summer. Throughout the Pandemic, the Laurel 
Police Department continues to support the 
community by participating in drive-by 
Birthday Celebrations for the youth. In 
mid-August, the department donated an XBOX 
Gaming Console, a PlayStation Gaming 
Console, and associated games to the 
Western Sussex Boys & Girls Club.  
 

Laurel Police Department 
Address: 205 Mechanic Street 

Phone #: 302-875-2244 
 

“Our Community, Our Commitment” 

Police Department Message 

Community Events Update 

 
Throughout the course of 2020, many towns throughout our 
region and country were faced to make the difficult decisions 
of cancelling signature community events due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic. As a town, we understand the importance and the 
impact a community event brings to our town. As for many of 
us the 2020 summer was surely different with the cancellation 
of the town’s Annual 4th of July Celebration because of COVID-
19.   
 
As the fall season arrives so do more key events including 
the town’s Trunk or Treat, the Christmas Tree Lightning, and 
the town’s Christmas Parade. As of now, no decisions have 
been made regarding the cancellation of events. The town 
will continue to monitor the states protocol updates 
regarding the social distance requirements and the maximum 
capacity requirements. All of these events draw a large 
attendance and the town’s main goal is to maintain the safety 
of our community. Please look for updates pertaining the 
events either on the town’s website or town’s Facebook Page.  

General Election Requirements 

 
Town of Laurel’s:  

Election Requirements 
Who Can Vote? 

• All residents who are citizens of 
the United States and a bona fide 
resident of the Town of Laurel for 
at least thirty days prior to the 
date of the General Municipal 
Election. 

• Who are eighteen years of age, are 
eligible to register and vote.  

How To Become a Registered Voter? 
• Voters may register at the town 

office during regular business 
hours. Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

• Vote Registration Forms are 
available online at 
www.townoflaurel.net or at the 
town office. 

2021 General Municipal Election 
Thursday, March 25, 2020 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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National Apple Day 

 
National Apple Day 

When Labor Day comes and goes every 
September so do our memories of long summer days 
with flip flops and sand in between our toes. We 
quickly start to begin transitioning away from our 
summertime lemonade to our warm autumn spiced apple 
cider. Once fall season is upon us, you can quickly 
notice pumpkin products ranging from pumpkin 
muffin’s, pumpkin coffee, pumpkin pancakes, and 
more.  Pumpkin is truly a delicious fall ingredient 
to add to any dish or dessert, but let us not forget 
to quickly about the delicate and crisp apples of 
the autumn season. 

Did you know each year, there is a special 
day set aside to help celebrate one of the most 
beloved fruits the apple? On October 21, 1990 the 
first Apple Day was held in Covent Garden, London 
in the United Kingdom. Like many events when they 
first start, they start small and quickly grow and 
become popular over the years. By the year 2000, 
there were nearly 700 apple events in the United 
Kingdom. Even though this holiday may have begun 
in the United Kingdom the holiday is now celebrated 
throughout the world. The purpose of Apple Day is 
for people to learn how valuable apples are to 
their orchards and orchard diversity. Help observe 
the day by simply celebrating apples in anyway you 
choose to do so. Many may celebrate the day either 
by going apple picking, incorporating apples in 
your dishes or desserts, or enjoying an apple 
beverage (Holiday Calendar n.d.) The options are 
endless how will you celebrate Apple Day? 

National Apple Day 
October 21, 2020 

Did You Know? 

 
Fun Facts About Apples 

 
• Apple trees can take as long as 

5 years to begin producing 
apples. 

• An average apple tree can 
produce over 800 pounds of 
apples. 

• Apples are actually a member of 
the rose family. 

• It takes over 30 apples to make 
one gallon of apple cider. 

• There are over 8,000 apple 
varieties worldwide. 

• The U.S. has over 2,500 
different apple varieties but 
only the crab-apple is native. 

• Apple trees can live over 100 
years. 

• Malusdomesticaphobia is a fear 
of apples. 
 

Article: Apple Day 
Website: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/ 
URL: http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/apple-day/  

 

 

 
Up Coming Event 

Rock On will be performing in 
Market Street Square Park on 
Saturday, October 3, 2020 at 
6:00 p.m. For more details 
please visit the Town’s 
website and Town’s Facebook 
Page.  

 

One-Laurel 
Message Distribution Center 

http://www.holidayscalendar.com/
http://www.holidayscalendar.com/event/apple-day/
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History                   
The Laurel House 

 
The Laurel House 

During the early 1900’s, the Town of Laurel’s commercial corridor was steadily increasing with 
numerous businesses, including The Laurel House. The Laurel House was considered one of the most 
prestige hotel not only in the county, but in the state. The local citizens were very honored of 
being the hometown where The Laurel House resides. It was suggested that The Laurel House was even 
operating before the railroad was even constructed in the town. The Laurel House would fall to the 
victim of two fires throughout the structure’s existence, including the Great Fire of 1899. The 
Laurel House may have been claimed by two fires, but the structure continued to rise from the ashes 
(Vandom, 1983). 
 
Owners of The Laurel House & Honorable Guests 
Mr. Cyrus Windsor was the long time kept original owner of The Laurel House. The Laurel House would 
have numerous proprietors over the years including: Mr. William Tunnell, James Harminson, George 
Henry, James Melvin, Thomas H. West, E.H. Parkers, E.W. Parker, and James E. Bostic. The Laurel House 
was known for hosting several prestigious men of both National and State matters. It was known that 
the Hon. Thomas F. Bayard gave his first public speech at The Laurel House. Hon. James A. Bayard and 
John M. Clayton were both frequent guest where the house would provide them in a great delight. The 
Laurel House was considered “the must see,” for visitors whether they were in town for business or 
pleasure (Vandom, 1983). 
 
The Laurel House & The Great Fire 
In the early 1900’s, many businesses within the town were impacted directly by the Great Fire of 
1899 including The Laurel House. The Laurel House would quickly be rebuilt by a James E. Bostic and 
the house was re-opened on December 1900. Mr. Bostic operated The Laurel House until May 7, 1902 
where the house turned hands to a Mr. George H. Vandom. Mr. Vandom would operate The Laurel House 
with his son Normal L. Vandom (Vandom, 1983). 
 
The Laurel House Accommodations  
The Laurel House was known to offer superior hospitality which ultimately lead to pleasured guests. 
The guests would praise the management and the fantastic cuisine. The Laurel House was heated by 
steam and lighting consisted of incandescent lights. The guest’s bed chambers consisted of well -
furnished furniture and the reception and parlor rooms were very appealing to the guests. The house 
also offered numerous sample rooms which were offered to commercial travelers. A bar was also located 
within the house, which was stocked with the country’s best distillery and brewery products.  The 
Laurel House mission was to ensure every guest was satisfied with nothing unturned. Throughout the 
years The Laurel House was considered “The Hotel,” of Sussex County (Vandom, 1983). 
 
The Laurel House Location 
The Laurel House was located where the M&T Bank parking lot sits currently now. Unfortunately, The 
Laurel House would once again be a victim of the fire in the 1970’s and never rebuilt. 
 
PICTURE: The picture above is The Laurel House approximately around the early 1900’s right after the 
“Great Fire,” in 1899.  
 
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF THE LAUREL HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND CANNOT BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION) 
 
  
Book: The History of Nineteenth Century Laurel 
Publisher: Otterbein College Print Shop 
Date: 1983 
Chapter: The Laurel House Page: 226 
Author: George H. Vandom 
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Town Staff                  

Favorite Holiday Cookie Recipe’s  
During the holiday season, many of us gather 
into the kitchen to bake our family’s treasured 
holiday treats that have been passed down from 
generation to generation. Listed below are 
favorite family holiday cookie recipes 
provided by the Town of Laurel’s Staff to be 
shared with our town residents. We truly hope 
you share these new holiday cookie recipes with 
your family and friends throughout the Holiday 
Season. 

 

PUMPKING SPICE SNICKERDOODLES 
Recipe provided by Town Manager Jamie Smith.  
 
List of Ingredients  

- 1 cup butter, room temperature 
- 1 cup light brown sugar 
- ½ cup granulated sugar 
- 2 eggs plus 1 yolk 
- 2 tsp vanilla 
- 3 tsp pumpkin pie spice 
- 1 tsp baking powder 
- ¾ tsp salt 
- 3 cups flour 

Coating: 
  -1/4 cup light brown sugar 
  -1 ½ tsp pumpkin pie spice 
 
Directions 

1. Preheat oven 375 degrees. 
2. In mixer bowl cream butter and both 

sugars for 2 minutes. 
3. Add in both eggs plus additional yolk 

into butter with vanilla and beat until 
smooth. 

4. Mix in pumpkin pie spice, baking 
powder, and salt. 

5. Reduce speed on mixer to low and mix 
in flour until dough comes together. 

6. Chill dough at least for 1 hour. 
7. Line baking sheet with parchment paper. 
8. Mix coating ingredients and set aside. 
9. Roll dough into large balls, about 1 ½ 

inches in diameter. 
10. Roll dough into the sugar/pumpkin pie 
spice mixture coating completely. 
11.Bake 7-8 minutes until cookies are    
lightly browned on bottom.  

 

RASPBERRY THUMBPRINT COOKIES 
Recipe provided by Operations Manager 
Alexis Oliphant. 
 
Ingredients 
-1 cup unsalted butter, room      
temperature 
-1/3 cup sugar 
-1/3 cup light brown sugar, tightly packed 
-1 large egg yolk 
-3/4 tsp vanilla extract 
-2 ¼ cup all-purpose flour 
-2 tsp cornstarch 
-1/2 tsp salt 
-1/2 cup sugar for rolling 
-1/3 cup jam or preserves (Use any flavor 
your family would enjoy best) 

 
Directions 

1. Place butter in bowl of a stand mixer 
and beat until creamy. 

2. Scrape sides of bowl add sugars and beat 
and increase speed to medium-high until 
ingredients are combined.  

3. Add egg yolk and vanilla and beat well. 
4. In separate bowl whisk together flour, 

cornstarch, and salt. 
5. Gradually add flour mixture to wet 

ingredients until combined. Dough will 
seem very dry and crumbly. If mixer 
begins to strain finish combining dough 
with hands. 

6. Scoop dough into 1 TBSP sized balls and 
roll until they’re no seems or cracks. 

7. Roll dough balls into sugar and place on 
a parchment paper covered cookie sheet. 

8. Use thumb to gently press ident into each 
cookie and chill dough in freezer for 30 
minutes. 

9. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  
10. Microwave jam 5 to 10 seconds until it 

is no longer firm and not hot to touch. 
11. Spoon jam into each cookie and place 

cookies two inches apart on a parchment 
covered cookie sheet. 

12. Bake 11 minutes until golden brown and 
allow cookies to cool completely. 

 

SLICE & BAKE CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES 
Recipe provided by Public Works Director 
James Foskey. 
 
Ingredients  

- 1 Package of already sliced chocolate 
chip cookie dough 

 
Directions 

1.Preheat oven to 350 degrees.             
(325 degrees) for non-stick cookie sheet. 

  2.Place cookie dough rounds 2 inches apart  
   on an ungreased cookie sheet. 
  3.Bake 10 to 14 minutes until light golden  
   brown. 
  4.Cool two minutes and remove cookies from  
   cookie sheet. 
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CANDY CANE COOKIES 
Recipe provided by Susan Carmine from 
the Administrative Office.  
 
Ingredients 
 -1 cup sugar 
 -1 cup butter or margarine, softened 
 -1/2 cup milk 
 -1 tsp vanilla extract 
 -1 egg 
 -3 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
 -1 tsp baking powder 
 -1/4 tsp salt 
 -1/2 tsp red food color 
 -2 tbsp finely crushed peppermint 
candies 
 -2 tbsp sugar 
 
Directions 
1. Stir together 1 cup sugar, butter, 

milk, vanilla, peppermint extract and 
egg in large bowl. 

2. Stir in flour, baking powder, and 
salt. 

3. Divide dough in half. Stir food color 
into 1 half. 

4. Cover and refrigerate at least 4 
hours. 

5. Heat oven to 375 degrees. 
6. Stir together peppermint candy and 2 

tbsp of sugar, set aside. 
7. For each candy cane shape 1 rounded 

tsp dough from each half into 4” rope 
by rolling back and forth on floured 
surface. Place 1 red and white rope 
side by side. Press together lightly 
and twist. Place on ungreased cookie 
sheet; curve top of cookie down to 
form handle of cane. 

8. Bake 9 to 12 minutes or until set and 
very light brown. Immediately 
sprinkle candy mixture over cookies. 
Remove from cookie sheet to wire rack 
to cool.  

 

CHOCOLATE PEPPERMINT BLOSSOMS 
Recipe provided by Lori Dean from the 
Administrative Office. 
 
Ingredients  
-1 roll (16.5 oz) Pillsbury refrigerated   
sugar cookies 
-4 oz sweet baking chocolate, melted, 
cooled 10 minutes 
-2 tbsp all-purpose flour 
-1/4 cup sugar 
-36 Hershey’s Kisses candy cane flavored 
candies, unwrapped (10-oz bag) 
 
Directions 
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees. Let dough 

stand at room temperature 10 minutes 
to soften. 

2. In large bowl, break up cookie 
dough. Add cooled chocolate and 
flour; stir with spoon or hands 
until well blended. 

3. Shape dough into 36 (1 ¼ inch) 
balls. Roll balls in sugar. Place 
balls 1 inch apart on ungreased 
cookie sheet. 

4. Bake 7 to 9 minutes or until edges 
are set. Immediately top each cookie 
with 1 candy, pressing down firmly 
so cookie cracks around edges. Cool 
2 minutes; remove from cookie sheets 
to cooling racks. Cool completely, 
about 30 minutes.  
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Fall Theme     
Word Unscramble 

 
 
 

Directions: 
Listed below are Autumn inspired words that need to be 
unscrambled to spell out the correct wording. Please note 
that the following page will have the correct spelling of 
the words.  
 

1.  NIDIAN MSERMU             11.  KSBIR 
 

 
2.  TAJEKC                    12.  WCOBEB 

 
 

3.  VLSEAE                    13.  OTUCSEM 
 
 

4.  DOHCRAR                   14.  GHNSIGNVTAIK 
 
 

5.  WSAREOCRC                 15.  OTBLAOLF 
 
 

6.  GAITGNILTA                16.  OLGFIAE 
 
 

7.  UKIPMNP ECSIP             17. LEANFLN 
 
 

8.  EYARDIH                   18. VTSHAER 
 
 

9.  RGUDO                     19.  KTAFHLNU 
 
 

10. LAEWLOHEN              20.  DECRI 
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Fall Theme 
Word Unscramble 

Answer Key 
 

1. INDIAN SUMMER             11. BRISK 
 
2. JACKET                    12. COBWEB 

 
3. LEAVES                    13. COSTUME 

 
4. ORCHARD                   14. THANKSGIVING 

 
5. SCARECROW                 15. FOOTBALL 

 
6. TAILGATING                16. FOILAGE 

 
7. PUMPKIN SPICE             17. FLANNEL 

 
8. HAYRIDE                   18. HARVEST 

 
9. GOURD                     19. THANKFUL 

 
10. HALLOWEEN             20. CIDER 
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