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A Message From The Mayor’s Desk 
I hope everyone had a great summer. Now all across America it is time 
for students to go back to school, and Friday night football games 
to begin once again. All Laurel students are privileged to attend 
state of the art facilities in the Laurel Middle High School and the 
Laurel Elementary School. Renovations to the North Laurel Early 
Childhood Learning Center have brightened up and modernized that site 
as well. Way to go Dr. Larrimore and Team! 
 
At the end of May we celebrated the official opening of Telamon’s new 
Head Start Program in the former Paul Laurence Dunbar School. 57 
students were enrolled there when it opened. I believe that is 
something to be proud of. Nothing is more important than helping 
children get a good start in life. Congratulations Telamon! 
 
Meanwhile, Town Manager Jamie Smith and Police Chief Danny Wright 
continue to search out grant funding to convert the remaining portion 
of the Paul Laurence Dunbar School into a new police station. 
Conversion cost is estimated by GMB our Town Engineering Firm to be 
about $2 million. Therefore, we are making renovations as we secure 
funding and completion will take some time, perhaps 2-3 years or 
more. 
 
Economic Development is moving, but slower than you and I would like. 
We should be opening the new Burger King at the intersection of Routes 
13 and 9 in a few weeks. The exterior of the new building looks pretty 
sharp and is a welcome addition to the changing Laurel skyline. There 
are several other economic initiatives in the Route 13 corridor that 
are under active study by various companies and developers. Hopefully, 
we will have some good breaking news on those initiatives soon. 
 
On August 15, 2019 I was proud to attend the Delaware State Police 
Training Academy graduation ceremony at Dover High School to watch 
two new Laurel Police Officers receive their credentials as trained, 
certified officers. Please join me in welcoming to our Laurel Police 
Department Officer Kevin Lieber and Officer Riley Parker.  
 
My compliments to the several churches that joined with the Laurel 
Police Ministry of Caring to provide games for the children, 
entertainment and free hot dogs and burgers prior to the Red and 
White Laurel High School football scrimmage game. Kudos also to the 
many volunteer hairdressers who joined the owners of “Beauty for 
Ashes Salon,” to provide free back to school haircuts for any Laurel 
student. These are but two examples of how the spirit of Laurel is 
truly alive and well! 
 
Finally, I close with the “Bridge,” which has been the hot topic of 
discussion for a long time now. It has been out of service for so 
long it will seem like a new route for us once DEL-DOT completes its 
renovation. Hopefully, the businesses who have suffered loses will 
see a resurgence in customer traffic. DEL-DOT’s latest opening 
estimate is “end of September.” When it re-opens the bridge deck will 
be solid concrete so horses in our parades will no longer get skittish 
as they did on the old, open grate deck. 
 
     -Mayor John J. Shwed 
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Town News 

Milford Housing Groundbreaking 
Ceremony 
On April 16, 2019 the Milford Housing Authority 
held a Groundbreaking Ceremony in the Town of 
Laurel on Oak Street and 2nd Street. To help with 
the revitalization of the Old Town Neighborhood, 
the Town of Laurel donated land to allow Milford 
Housing Authority to build and sell 4 new homes. 
The Groundbreaking Ceremony included the 
construction of 3 new homes.  Milford Housing 
Authority, Sussex County Habitat for Humanity, 
Laurel Redevelopment Corporation, and the Town of 
Laurel attended the ceremony.  
 
During this past summer, the construction of the 
4 new homes have been underway. All four of the 
homes are actively advertised to be sold.   

Sussex County Habitat for 
Humanity - Blessing of a Home Ceremony 
On April 16, 2019 Mr. Kevin J. Gilmore, the 
Executive Director of Sussex County Habitat for 
Humanity of Sussex County officiated the Scyce 
Family’s Blessing of a Home Ceremony. The ceremony 
occurred on Oak Street and 2nd Street a part of the 
Town of Laurel’s Neighborhood Revitalization. The 
property will be restored and renovated. Milford 
Housing Authority, Sussex County Habitat for 
Humanity, Laurel Redevelopment Corporation, and 
the Town of Laurel attended the ceremony.   

 
Fun Facts About Habitat 

(1.) Habitat Future Homeowners are chosen locally. 
Habitat focuses on homeowners who need proper 
housing, who can re-pay an affordable mortgage, and 
who would likely partner with Habitat (40 facts 
about Habitat and housing, 2019) 
(2.) Habitat Future Homeowners must complete a 
Sweat-Equity. Sweat Equity includes different 
tasks such as building their home, help building 
other homes, build-site clean-up, working at a 
Habitat ReStore, helping with administrative 
duties, and more (40 facts about Habitat and 
housing, 2019) 
(3.) To learn more about finances and how to manage 
a home, Future Homeowners enroll in classes (40 
facts about Habitat and housing, 2019).  
(4.) Once a Future Homeowners mortgage is paid 
completely a Mortgage Burning Ceremony is held (40 
facts about Habitat and housing, 2019) 
(5.) Habitat selects building and housing materials 
that both have longevity and that are beneficial 
for a low price (40 facts about Habitat and 
housing, 2019).  
To learn More Facts About Habitat Please Visit 
https://www.habitat.org/stories/40-facts-about-

habitat-humanity-and-housing 

Article: 40 facts about Habitat 
and housing 
Website:  
https://www.habitat.org/stories
/40-facts-about-habitat-
humanity-and-housing 
Year: 2019 
URL: 
https://www.habitat.org/stories
/40-facts-about-habitat-
humanity-and-housing 
Publisher: Habitat for Humanity  

 

 
 Neighborhood Revitalization 
Commitment & Old Town Neighborhood 
Revitalization  
What Is a Neighborhood Revitalization?  
Neighborhood Revitalization is where residents, 
not-for-profits, businesses, local governments, 
and communities of faith join together to help 
promote a path of revitalizing neighborhoods. 
According to the Sussex County of Habitat for 
Humanity, if a neighborhood revitalization occurs 
it can allow for residents to become more engaged, 
leverages the resources, and attract donors. A 
neighborhood revitalization can quickly have a 
positive impact and it can create for a more safe 
and vibrant area for residents to choose to live.  
Sussex County Habitat for Humanity Neighborhood 
Revitalization are utilized in both towns of 
Laurel and Seaford (Neighborhood Revitalization, 
2014).  
 
Sussex County of Habitat Humanity encourages 
residents to help themselves by utilizing in their 
four strategies and six transforming projects. 
These strategies and projects can ultimately lead 
to an increase in productivity, build stronger 
neighborhoods, and create a better community 
(Neighborhood Revitalization, 2014).  
 
The Strategies: 

(1.) Build Partnerships 
(2.) Leverage Resources 
(3.) Empower Families 
(4.) Inspire Donors 

 
The Transforming Projects: 

(1.) Clean-Up 
(2.) Home Repairs 
(3.) Home Rehabilitation 
(4.) New Home Construction 
(5.) Financial Empowerment 
(6.) Advocacy  
Neighborhood Revitalization Commitment 
• Construction and sale of 4 new   

affordable homes 
• Rehabilitation and sale of 6 existing 

homes 
• Repair of qualified owner-occupied homes 
• General neighborhood clean-up 
• Financial coaching for self-sufficiency 
Old Town Neighborhood Revitalization 

Town of Laurel 
Laurel Redevelopment Corporation 
Sussex County Habitat for Humanity 
Milford Housing Development Corporation 
NCALL Research 
Delaware State Housing Authority 

     

Article: Neighborhood 
Revitalization! 
Website: 
https://www.sussexcountyhab
itat.org/ 
Year: 2014 
URL: 
https://www.sussexcountyhab
itat.org/neighborhood-
revitalization 
 

https://www.habitat.org/stories/40-facts-about-habitat-humanity-and-housing
https://www.habitat.org/stories/40-facts-about-habitat-humanity-and-housing
https://www.habitat.org/stories/40-facts-about-habitat-humanity-and-housing
https://www.habitat.org/stories/40-facts-about-habitat-humanity-and-housing
https://www.habitat.org/stories/40-facts-about-habitat-humanity-and-housing
https://www.sussexcountyhabitat.org/
https://www.sussexcountyhabitat.org/
https://www.sussexcountyhabitat.org/neighborhood-revitalization
https://www.sussexcountyhabitat.org/neighborhood-revitalization
https://www.sussexcountyhabitat.org/neighborhood-revitalization
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Town News 

Government Conservation Award  
On April 30, 2019 The Town of Laurel and the Laurel 
Redevelopment Corporation were both joint 
recipients for the 2018 Government Conservation 
Award regarding Tidewater Park. Tidewater Park 
broke ground in the spring/summer of 2018. 
Tidewater Park is helped funded by a $200,000 grant 
the town was awarded from Delaware Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Control 
(DNREC). A match was needed, and State 
Representative Dukes and Senator Richardson 
matched the grant by utilizing CTF funds. 
 
What is Tidewater Park? 
Tidewater Park will consist of different nature-
based playgrounds for different age groups to 
enjoy. This park will help produce greener 
infrastructure and will establish a stormwater 
management created by a constructed wetland in the 
town’s waterfront area. The footbridge is 
currently constructed, which will help connect the 
wetlands to a remaining walkway (Governor’s 2019 
Agricultural and Urban Conservation Award winners 
honored today, 2019) 
 
Tidewater Parks Environmental Benefits 

• Reduction of Nutrients 
• Improvement of Water Quality 
• Create a Native Fish Habitat 
• Native Urban Tree Canopy 
• Storm Water Management – 2.23 acres of 

impervious surfaces 
 
The Ramble 
The Ramble project was first introduced in 2014 to 
town citizens. The goal of the Ramble is to promote 
the town’s waterway with a mixed-use community. 
The Ramble will help enrich the natural features 
of the water way and will attract tourism and 
businesses, which can ultimately lead to a small-
town charm affect. The Ramble project will consist 
of individuals and families where they can live, 
work, and play (Governor’s 2019 Agricultural and 
Urban Conservation Award winners honored today, 
2019).   
 
Tidewater Park Partners  
-The Town of Laurel 
-Laurel Redevelopment Corporation 
-Foresite Associates 
-DNREC  
-University of Delaware 
-The Sussex Conservation District 

Article: Governor’s 2019 Agricultural and 
Urban Conservation Award winners honored 
today 
Website: Delaware.gov 
Year: 2019 
URL: 
https://news.delaware.gov/2019/04/30/governo
rs-2019-agricultural-and-urban-
conservation-award-winners-honored-today/ 
Publisher: Delaware News 
 
 

Update - Central Avenue 
Bridge 
 
Central Avenue Bridge Construction 
The Central Avenue Bridge closed in order 
to begin construction on May 15, 2018. The 
bridge was first to be scheduled opening in 
January 2019. The bridge project has 
encountered different work restrictions, 
which included a sturgeon migration. Due to 
the water restriction workers were forced 
to stall work for three months. The bridge 
project was also delayed in order to 
complete the pier foundation to support the 
bridge (Laurel’s Central Avenue Bridge to 
remain closed into summer, 2019).  
 
On April 15, 2019 Mr. George Pierson from 
Del-Dot attended a Mayor & Council Meeting 
to give an update regarding the bridge and 
to answer any questions from Mayor & 
Council and citizens who may have had 
questions. Mr. Pierson explained the delays 
listed above. He also explained the bridge 
was scheduled to be open June 28, 2019 and 
if the bridge was not open the contractor 
would be assessed penalties.  
 
History of Central Avenue Bridge 
 The Central Avenue Bridge was built in 
1923 and in 1992 it was restored (Central 
Avenue Bridge, 2018). According to the 
Delaware State News, the Central Avenue 
Bridge is the oldest surviving Bascule 
highway bridge in Delaware. This bridge is 
also considered a Scherzer Rolling Lift 
Bridge. There are two existing Scherzer 
Rolling Lift Bridges, which includes the 
Central Avenue Bridge in Delaware. The 
Central Avenue Bridge is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 
Laurel regarding the town’s Historic 
District (Laurel’s Central Avenue Bridge to 
remain closed into summer, 2019).  
 
What Is A Bascule Bridge? 
A Bascule Bridge operates in a vertical 
pattern around on a horizontal axis. Many 
compare the movement of Bascule Bridge to 
a seesaw (Bascule Bridges, 2019).  
 

Central Avenue Bridge To Open 
Central Avenue Bridge is scheduled to open 

at the middle/end of September 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article: 
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laure
ls-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-
closed-into-summer/ 
Website: https://delawarestatenews.net/ 
Year: 2019 
URL: 
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/lau
rels-central-avenue-bridge-to-
remain-closed-into-summer/ 
Publisher: Delaware State News 
 

 
 

Article: Central Avenue 
Bridge 
Website: Bridgehunter.com 
Year: 2018 
URL: 
https://bridgehunter.com/de/
sussex/3152013/ 
Publisher: Bridgehunter.com 

Article: Bascule Bridges 
Website: 
https://www.ncdot.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
Year: 2019 
URL: https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-
policies/Transportation/bridges/historic-
bridges/bridge-types/Pages/bascule.aspx 
Publisher: North Carolina Department of 
Transportation  

https://news.delaware.gov/2019/04/30/governors-2019-agricultural-and-urban-conservation-award-winners-honored-today/
https://news.delaware.gov/2019/04/30/governors-2019-agricultural-and-urban-conservation-award-winners-honored-today/
https://news.delaware.gov/2019/04/30/governors-2019-agricultural-and-urban-conservation-award-winners-honored-today/
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laurels-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-closed-into-summer/
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laurels-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-closed-into-summer/
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laurels-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-closed-into-summer/
https://delawarestatenews.net/
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laurels-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-closed-into-summer/
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laurels-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-closed-into-summer/
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/laurels-central-avenue-bridge-to-remain-closed-into-summer/
https://bridgehunter.com/de/sussex/3152013/
https://bridgehunter.com/de/sussex/3152013/
https://www.ncdot.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/Transportation/bridges/historic-bridges/bridge-types/Pages/bascule.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/Transportation/bridges/historic-bridges/bridge-types/Pages/bascule.aspx
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/Transportation/bridges/historic-bridges/bridge-types/Pages/bascule.aspx
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Town News 

 Adoption of the FY 2020 Budget 
 
A Public Hearing Was Held 
On June 4, 2019 a public hearing was held in the 
Mayor & Council Chambers pertaining the FY 2020 
Budget. Town Manager Smith presented the FY 2020 
Budget to the Mayor & Council. The purpose of the 
public hearing was to allow citizens to voice any 
questions or comments regarding the FY2020 Budget. 
The proposed FY 2020 Budget was made available to 
town citizens on May 21, 2019 at Town Hall.  
 
Adoption Day 
The FY2020 Budget was adopted at the June 17, 2019 
Mayor & Council Meeting in the Council Chambers. 
 
Highlights of the FY2020 Budget 

1. Incentives for the U.S. Route 13 Commercial 
Corridor. (Reduction on Impact/Connection 
Fees with 3 or more EDU’s) 

2. Increase in Rental and Business License Fees. 
3. 25% penalty increase for repeat grass and 

weed violators. 
4. 5% increase on Realty Taxes. 

 
FY 2020 Budget is Available 
If you wish to review the FY 2020 Budget, it is made 
available on The Town of Laurel’s website. 
Website: www.townoflaurel.net  
 

 Re-Appointment of Alderman 
 
On July 15, 2019 at the Mayor and Council 
Meeting, Mayor Shwed performed a Swearing 
In Ceremony of Alderman Pettyjohn. Alderman 
Pettyjohn has operated as the Alderman at 
the Laurel Alderman Court 35 since 2015. 
Mayor Shwed administered the Oath of Office 
to Alderman Pettyjohn.  
 
Length of Term 
Alderman Pettyjohn was re-appointed to a 4-
year term. Her term will expire on July 15, 
2023.   
 
What is an Alderman? 
An Alderman is a judge who is first 
nominated by the Governor and then endorsed 
by the Senate. The Alderman falls under the 
jurisdiction of the Chief Justice of the 
State of Delaware. An Alderman may perform 
any addition to any fine or term of 
imprisonment permitted to be assessed or 
imposed, impose and collect court costs as 
prescribed in The Town of Laurel Municipal 
Code.  
 

Alderman Court Hours 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

Town of Laurel’s “25th Annual” 4th of July Celebration – Highlights 
This year marked the Town of Laurel’s “25th Annual” 4th of July Celebration. This year’s event began 
with heavy rain fall but cleared in the mid-afternoon just in time to get the events underway. The 
town is truly proud and grateful to announce that we raised enough funds this year to help cover 
our Firework Display. The town is thankful to all the sponsors and individuals who helped donated 
to our Firework Display. The 4th of July had several activities, which families or individuals could 
partake in, which included the petting zoo, face painting, the annual 4th of July Parade, the car 
show, the 1st Annual Stars & Stripes 5k Run/Walk, vendors, and more! Listed below are the winners 
of our 4th of July events.  
 
2019 Parade Winners                  5K Run/Walk Winners        Mayors Challenge 
Theme: Land of the Free        Overall Top 10 Finishers   Watermelon Eating Contest 
Best Appearing Fire Co.: Seaford Fire Dept.  (1.) Reginaldo Hernandez   18:51.6  
Best Overall Theme Represented: Odd Fellows  (2.) Bennett Brumbley      21:19.4      OVERALL WINNER 
Best Decorated Vehicle: Delmarva Jeep        (3.) Kelsey Oliphant       22:32.7     Mayor David Genshaw 
Best Civic Group: Trap Pond Partners         (4.) Alexis Oliphant       22:32.6       City of Seaford 
Best Animal Entry: Laurel Saddle Club        (5.) Peter Tracey          23:02.2 
Best Classic Car: Robert Hearn               (6.) Connor Evans          25:50.6 
Best Youth Entry: Owen/Regan Lloyd           (7.) Woody Disharoon       26:50.5 
Best Float: Laurel Alumni                    (8.) Samuel Gaines         27:01.9 
Best Commercial Entry: Carey’s Towing        (9.) Russell Littleton     27:19.9 
Best Tractor: Bob Walls                      (10.) Lisa Wynn            27:36.4 
Best Overall: Laurel Lioness 
 
TROPHIES CAN BE PICKED-UP AT TOWN HALL 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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Town Projects 

Well 7 Project 
The Well 7 Project is currently underway. 
Most of the work is projected to begin in 
September. On April 15, 2019 the Mayor and 
Council accepted GMB’s recommendation to 
accept the lowest bid from M2 Construction, 
LLC in the amount of $743,400 to complete 
the project.  
 
Three Bids Were Submitted 

• M2 Construction, LLC 
• Somerset well Drilling Company, Inc. 
• JJID Inc.  

 
How the Project is Funded 
The Well 7 Project is funded by SRF in the 
amount of $779,000 with a 100% principal 

  

Burger King – Update 
 
Burger King has been under construction 
since the beginning of early spring of this 
year. At the August 19, 2019 Mayor and 
Council Meeting the Mayor and Council and 
the town citizens were made aware that 
Burger King was projected to be open in the 
middle/end of August. 
 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 
The Groundbreaking Ceremony occurred on 
Monday, March 25, 2019 at the future site 
of the Burger King. Representatives 
including Senator Richardson, State 
Representative Dukes, Burger King 
officials, contractors, and the Town of 
Laurel attended the ceremony. 
 
Location of Burger King 
Located at the Laurel Junction and sits 
further back from Rt. 13.  
  

 
 

BURGER KING COMING SOON!!! 
 
 

 
Town Website Updated 
During this past Spring, the town’s website 
recently received a facelift. The website 
continues to be user-friendly and it now 
offers a cleaner and more modern feel. 
Delmarva Digital is the company who created 
the new and updated website. If you haven’t 
yet visited the new town’s website, please 
do and make yourself accustom to it. 
 
What You Can Find on the Town’s Website 
When exploring the town’s website, you can 
find an array of information. The titles 
listed below are the tabs on the website, 
which you can click on to find forms, 
meeting dates, community events, and more! 
 
Website Tabs: 

• Home 
• Our Town 
• Mayor & Council 
• Departments 
• Forms 
• Town Codes 
• Contacts 

 
Online Payments 
The town offers online payment options to 
pay either the following:  

- Water/Wastewater    
- Business License 
- Rental License 
- Real Estate Taxes 
- Availability Fee 
- Mis. Invoices 

 
Town of Laurel’s Website Address: 

www.townoflaurel.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bandstand Project 
The Bandstand is a center piece for the 
Town’s 4th of July Celebration. The 
bandstand is utilized for some of the 4th of 
July activities. At the July 15, 2019 Mayor 
and Council Meeting the town announced they 
were awarded a $2,500 grant pertaining the 
Bandstand. The grant will be utilized to 
make the necessary improvements to the 
Bandstand.  
 

 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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Reminder Dates 

SEPTEMBER 2019 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

4 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

5 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

6 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

7 

8 9 10 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

11 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

12 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

13 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

14 

15 16 17 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

18 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

19 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

20 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

21 

22 23 24 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

25 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

26 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

27 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

28 

29 30      

 

OCTOBER 2019 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

2 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

3 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

4 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

5 

6 7 8 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

9 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

10 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

11 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

12 

13 14 15 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

16 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

17 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

18 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

19 

20 21 22 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

23 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

24 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

25 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

26 

27 28 29 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

30 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

31 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
 
 

2 

3 4 5 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 
 

6 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

7 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

8 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

9 

10 11 12 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

13 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

14 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

15 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

16 

17 18 19 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

20 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

21 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

22 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

23 

24 25 26 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

27 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

28 
THANKSGIVING 

29 
RECYCLE FOR 
WEST SIDE OF 

TOWN 

30 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 
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Reminder Dates 

DECEMBER 2019 Trash, Recycle, Yard Waste Schedule 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 2 3 

TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

4 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

5 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

6 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

7 

8 9 10 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

11 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

12 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

13 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

14 

15 16 17 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

TOWN 

18 
EAST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

19 
EAST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

20 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

21 

22 23 24 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

25 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

26 
WEST SIDE 
YARD WASTE 

27 
WEST SIDE 
RECYCLE 

28 
TRASH PICK UP 
FOR WEST SIDE 

OF TOWN 
29 30 31 

TRASH PICK UP 
FOR EAST SIDE 

OF TOWN 

    

 

Republic Service 
Update 

            
 

Republic Service Update 
The Trash Contract regarding the town 
trash and recycling services was renewed 
at the August 19, 2019 Mayor & Council 
Meeting. A representative from BFI Waste 
Services was in attendance to answer any 
questions regarding the contract Mayor & 
Council or citizens may have had. 
 
Terms of Contract: 

• Residents will receive a new    65-
gallon Recycle container. 

• Residents current 96-gallon 
Recycling Container will be 
converted to their Trash containers. 

• Contract is a 3-year extension. 
• 3% cost increase each year.  

 
Trash Contract Expiration: 
The newly adopted trash contract will 
expire in 2024.  
 
New 65-Gallon Recyclable Container: 
Republic Services will start 
distributing the new recyclable 
containers to residents on Monday, 
October 7, 2019.  

What To Recycle 

 

Recycling Simplified 
ONLY place these items in the 
recycling container: 

• Flattened Cardboard 
• Paper 
• Metal Cans 
• Plastic Bottles & Jugs 

 
How To Prepare Your Recyclables 
Empty. Clean. Dry.  

-Keep all recyclables free of        
food and liquid. 

Don’t Bag It. 
-Never put recyclables in      
containers or bags 

 
Oops! We Notice Non-Recyclables in 
Your Container: 
Soiled Paper  Polystyrene Foam 
Clothing & Shoes  Greasy Pizza Boxes 
Tools    Food 
Toys   Electronics & Batteries 
Construction Waste  Yard Waste 
Medical Waste  Diapers 
Scrap Metal 

Learn More At: 
RecyclingSimplified.com 
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Reminder Dates 

Mayor & Council Fall Schedule 
(September- December 2019) 
 
NOTE: First meeting of each month meets 
on an as needed basis.  
 
September Meeting Dates 

• September 3, 2019 (IF NEEDED) 
• September 16, 2019 

October Meeting Dates 
• October 7, 2019 (IF NEEDED) 
• October 21, 2019 

November Meeting Dates 
• November 4, 2019 (IF NEEDED) 
• November 18, 2019  

December Meeting Dates 
• December 2, 2019 (IF NEEDED) 
• December 16, 2019 

 
Mayor & Council Agenda’s 

Mayor & Council Agenda’s may be found 
online at www.townoflaurel.net. 

 
 
 

 Reminder Dates 
Town Hall will be closed on the following 
dates:   
 
Labor Day: Monday, September 2, 2019 
Columbus Day: Monday, October 14, 2019 
Veterans Day: Monday, November 11, 2019 
Thanksgiving: Thursday, November 28, 2019 
Thanksgiving Friday: Friday, November 29, 2019 
Christmas Eve: Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
Christmas Day: Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

         
 

Day Light Saving Time Ends 
     NOVEMBER 3, 2019 

  

Police Department 
Message 

Laurel Police Department 
205 Mechanic Street 

Laurel, Delaware 19956 

The Laurel Police Department recently added two new certified officers to their department 
this passed August. Both officers attended the Delaware State Police Academy and will complete 
their Field Training beginning in September. The police department held their Awards & Recognition 
Banquet on June 22, 2019 at the Laurel Fire Department. Police Officers were recognized and awarded 
for their hard work and commitment to our community. Congratulations to PFC Ashley Little for being 
recognized as the “2018 Laurel Police Officer of the Year”. During this past Spring, the Laurel 
Ministry Council and the Laurel Police Department held their 1st Youth Community Gathering at 
Janosik Park. This event was well attended and had an array of entertainment including Delmarva 
Adult Teen Challenge Band, guest speakers, and a fishing tournament. The Laurel Ministry Council 
and the Laurel Police Department held a Unity in the Community-Bulldog Scrimmage/Tailgate on August 
17, 2019. The event included food, music, and cornhole. The Laurel Police Department have responded 
to multiple bicycle thefts this passed summer. Reminder that bicycle owners should store their 
bicycles either inside their house, in a secured shed, or locked to help prevent bicycle thefts.  

COMMUNITY NIGHT OUT 
September 25,2019 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
North Laurel Early Learning Academy – Parking Lot 

 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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Community Activities 

Laurel Public Library  
Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:10a.m.-8p.m. 
Friday:10a.m.-5p.m. 
Saturday:10a.m.-2p.m. 
Sunday: Closed 
 
PROJECT S.A.F.E  
September Dates: 

• September 4, 2019 
• September 11, 2019 
• September 18, 2019 
• September 25, 2019 

October Dates: 
• October 9, 2019 
• October 16, 2019 
• October 23, 2019 
• October 30, 2019 

November Dates: 
• November 6, 2019 
• November 13, 2019 
• November 20, 2019 
• November 27, 2019 

 
Time: 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Mary Wooten Carpenter Room 
Details: Program is targeted for young 
adolescent/tweens between the ages of 10 to 14. 
It is a 13-week program that meets weekly and 
registration is required. This program focuses 
on the 12 Pillars of Success to allow youth to 
find their strengths to achieve success. 
 
JOB FAIR 
Date: October 22, 2019 
Time: 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Marry Wootten Carpenter Room 
          1st Discussion Floor Area 
          Reading Room  
 
PAGE TURNER BOOK CLUB 
Meets: Page Turner Book Club meets the second 
Thursday of each month 
Time: 3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Book Titles and Authors Listed Below 
September 12, 2019 
Book: Radium Girls  
Author: Kate Moore 
 
October 10, 2019 
Book: A Well-Behaved Woman 
Author: Therese Fowler 
 
November 14, 2019 
Book: Lilac Girls 
Author: Martha Hall Kelly  
 
December 12, 2019 
Book: The Good Neighbor: the Life and Work of 
Fred Rogers 

   
 
 

 Laurel Varsity Football  
(HOME GAMES) 

 
9/6/19 Brandywine High School 
  Friday, 7:30 p.m.  
9/13/19 Howard High School of Tech 
  Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
9/20/19 Caravel Academy 
  Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
10/4/19 St. Elizabeth High School 
  Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
10/12/19 Indian River High School 
  Saturday, 1:00 p.m. 
  (Homecoming Celebration) 
11/1/19 Delmar High/Middle School 
  Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
  (Senior Night)  
   
   

Laurel Varsity Field Hockey  
(HOME GAMES) 

9/10/19 Sussex Central High School 
  Tuesday, 4:00 p.m.  
9/17/19 Indian River High School 
  Tuesday, 4:00 p.m.  
9/20/19 Glasgow High School 
  Friday, 4:00 p.m. 
9/26/19 Delmar High/Middle School 
  Thursday, 4:00 p.m. 
10/8/19 Caesar Rodney 
  Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. 
10/10/19 Sussex Academy 
  Thursday, 4:15 p.m. 
10/17/19 Delmarva Christian H.S. 
  Thursday, 4:00 p.m.  

Laurel Varsity Soccer  
(HOME GAMES) 

9/10/19 Sussex Central High School 
  Tuesday, 4:00 p.m.  
9/18/19 Worcester Prep School MD 
  Wednesday, 4:00 p.m.  
9/26/19 Delmar High/Middle School 
  Thursday, 4:00 p.m. 
10/8/19 Cape Henlopen 
  Tuesday, 4:00 p.m.  
10/17/19 The Salisbury School MD 
  Thursday, 4:00 p.m. 
10/24/19 Indian River High School 
  Thursday, 4:00 p.m.  
10/29/19 Milford High School 
  Tuesday, 4:400 p.m. 
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Town Events 

 

The Town of Laurel and the Laurel Police Department 
Presents 

“The 2nd Annual Trunk or Treat” 
 
Date: October 26, 2019 
Location: The parking lot where Beauty for Ashes, Laurel Community 
Hardware, and Sportz Tee’s businesses reside.  
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

Local Businesses, Organizations, and Charities Needed!!! 
The Town of Laurel and The Laurel Police Department are asking local businesses, 
organizations, and charities to help participate in this event to make it a “spook-tastic” 
event.  We are asking local businesses, organizations, and charities to provide candy to 
trick or treaters. The town’s goal is for all businesses, organizations, and charities 
to dress-up their vehicles in a Halloween theme or Fall theme. A trophy will be provided 
to the vehicle who has the most unique Halloween or Fall theme dressed vehicle. Trick or 
Treaters will be the judges!!! The Town of Laurel wants to make this a fun and safe event 
where trick or treaters can travel safely to one vehicle to another. 
 

Trunk or Treat Applications 
Trunk or Treat Applications are available at Laurel Town Hall or online at 
www.townoflaurel.net. Please mail or drop off the application at Laurel Town Hall.                               

Address: Town of Laurel 
201 Mechanic Street 

Laurel, Delaware 19956 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For More Information Please Contact the Laurel Town Hall Office at (302)-875-2277 
or Operations Manager Alexis Oliphant at laurelop@comcast.net. 

Happy Halloween 
The Town of Laurel will once again be 
holding their annual Trick or Treat 
throughout the town. The date and time are 
listed below. 
 
Date:  Thursday, October 31, 2019 

Time: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Fall Movie Nights 
The Town of Laurel and the Laurel 
Police Department will once again 
be holding Family Movie Nights. The 
Fall Movie Nights are estimated to 
run through September and October. 
 
Dates: September 28, 2019 
   October 19, 2019 
Location: Janosik Park 
TIMES WILL BE AVAIIABLE SHORTLY 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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Town Events 

Town of Laurel’s Christmas Parade 
Come be a part of the Town of Laurel’s Annual 
Christmas Parade this year. The parade features 
an array of holiday floats that adults and 
children are sure to enjoy. Details listed below. 
 
Date: December 6, 2019 
Time: Parade begins at 7:00 p.m. 
Parade Line-Up: 6:00 p.m. on Evergreen Drive. 
 
Pick-Up a Christmas Parade Application  

• Applications are either available: 
(1.) At Laurel Town Hall   
(2.) Online at www.townoflaurel.net 

• Applications may either be dropped off or mailed 
to Town Hall. 

 
Address: Town of Laurel 

   201 Mechanic Street 
       Laurel, Delaware 19956 
               ATTN: Christmas Parade 
 
Parade Route: Evergreen Drive, Central Avenue, 
East 4th Street, Delaware Avenue, and Maryland 
Avenue 

BRING YOUR CHAIRS & BLANKETS!!! 

Santa’s Coming to Town 
Santa will be coming to town this 
holiday season. Santa will be making 
his first appearance on December 6, 
2019 the same night of the parade. 
 
Dates & Times 
Santa dates and times will be 
available at Town Hall or online at 
www.townoflaurel.net 
 
Location 
Santa will be at the Market Street 
Square Park. 
 

 
Christmas Tree Lighting 

The Town of Laurel will be 
holding their annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting. This 
event will include Christmas 
caroling, Letters to Santa, 
games, and more! Please gather 
your family and friends to 
help kick off this year’s 
holiday season. Details about 
the event are listed below.  
 
Date: November 27, 2019 
Location: Market Square       

Park 
 

BRING YOUR CHAIRS & 
BLANKETS!!! 

 
Christmas Markets on Broad Creek 

The Town of Laurel’s Parks and Recreation 
Committee will be sponsoring the 2nd Annual 
“Christmas Markets on Broad Creek.”  This festive 
event along Front Street is for the entire family 
and will feature food music, pop up shops, and 
games. Toys will be collected and donated to local 
area charities. 
 

Date: December 6, 2019 
Time: 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Location: Front Street Laurel, De 
 
Seeking Holiday Vendors 
The Committee is now accepting a limited number 
of applications for pop up vendors for a donation 
of $25.00. 

MORE DETAILS COMING!!! 

http://www.townoflaurel.net/
http://www.townoflaurel.net/
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National School Bus 
Safety Week 

 National School Bus Safety Week  
The 2019-2020 School Year has arrived! With the school year in full swing, it ultimately 
leads to overpopulated roadways during the mornings and afternoons with cars, walkers, 
bicyclists, and school buses traveling to and from school. Every third week in October 
is National School Bus Safety Week, which helps promote and educate about bus safety. 
Individuals from local communities, which include parents, students, teachers, drivers, 
school bus drivers, and school administrators rally together to help promote and discuss 
bus safety. School districts throughout the entire country celebrate National School Bus 
Safety.  During National School Bus Safety Week, a theme is created by a selected student 
the year prior by holding a Poster Contest (National School Bus Safety Week, n.d).    
 

NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK: OCTOBER 21-25, 2019 
2019 THEME: “My School Bus, The Safest Form of Student Transportation!” 

School Bus Safety Tips  
Many children who attend school are either transported either by a parent in a vehicle, bicycle, 
walk, or ride the school bus. Did you now approximately 25 million students ride a school bus 
every day. According to the National Safety Council, riding a school bus is one of the safest 
ways to be transported compared to riding in a family car or walking. To help make sure everyone 
arrives safe to school listed below are tips for drivers and tips for students (Consumer Reports 
2017). 

TIPS FOR DRIVERS: 
Look Before You Back Out: Double check for children walking or biking before backing out of 
your driveway or garage. 
Be On The Look Out When Driving Through Neighborhoods: Slow down and watch children walking 
or playing near or at the bus stop.  
Be Alert and Aware On The Road: Be aware children may accidentally enter the roadway without 
looking even if vehicles are traveling on the road.  
Learn The School Bus Laws In Your State: Yellow Flashing means vehicles are to slow down and 
children are either about to enter or exit the bus. Red Flashing and an extended stop-arm signal 
means children are getting on or off the bus. 

TIPS FOR STUDENTS: 
Be An Early Bird: Encourage children to be at their bus stop 5 minutes prior before their 
scheduled pick-up time.  
Maintain A Safe Distance: Teach children to stand 6 feet away from the curb when the bus 
enters. 
Get The All Clear From The Bus Driver: Children need to wait until the bus has stopped and 
listen to the bus driver when they say it’s safe to enter on the bus.  
Remain Visible At All Times: If children need to cross the street to enter the bus, they should 
walk at least 10 feet ahead of the bus, so the driver can see them cross.  
Never Walk Behind The Bus: Children need to know the importance that the driver must be able 
to see them. 
If You Drop Something Near The Bus, Tell The Bus Driver: Children should never pick up 
something that they accidentally drop because the driver may not be able to see them. 

 
Article: NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK 
Website: https://www.napt.org/nsbsw 
Year: n.d. 
URL: https://www.napt.org/nsbsw 
Publisher: National Association Pupil 
Transportation 

Article: School Bus Safety Tips 
Website: www.consumerreports.org 
Year: 2017 
URL: https://www.consumerreports.org/child-safety/school-
bus-safety-tips/ 
Publisher: Consumer Reports 

https://www.napt.org/nsbsw
https://www.napt.org/nsbsw
http://www.consumerreports.org/
https://www.consumerreports.org/child-safety/school-bus-safety-tips/
https://www.consumerreports.org/child-safety/school-bus-safety-tips/
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The History of a Fall Vegetable 
The “SWEET POTATO” 

 

The “SWEET POTATO” 
History of a Sweet Potato 
When you step outside your door you begin to notice the leaves have begun to change from their 
summer green to their deep red, yellow, and orange autumn colors. Farmers are beginning to harvest 
their crops, and pumpkins and mums are displayed throughout the neighboring yards. You begin to 
recognize the Autumn Season is upon us. When autumn appears, many of us begin to reminisce about 
the smells of the seasonal goodies’ autumn brings including apple cider, apple cinnamon-sugar 
donuts, apple pie, pumpkin pie, and more! The autumn season includes Thanksgiving; a holiday which 
consists of a turkey, seasonal side dishes, and the infamous “Sweet Potato.” Many of us incorporate 
a sweet potato throughout the autumn season by preparing baked or glazed sweet potatoes, sweet 
potato biscuits, or the favored sweet potato pie. 
 
Origin of the Sweet Potato 
The sweet potato was first cultivated in the country of Peru during 750 BCE and was grown and 
consumed before the white potato. When Christopher Columbus first arrived at the New World during 
the late 15th Century, the sweet potato crop was already founded. Christopher Columbus later 
returned to Spain and brought back the infamous sweet potato. Europe was soon introduced to the 
potato and learned how the potato tasted and how to incorporate the potato into their gardens. 
Many Europeans simply referred to the sweet potato as the “potato,” but during the late 1740’s 
American Colonists began to utilize the name “sweet potato,” to help differentiate between the 
white potato. In 1597, an Englishmen named John Gerard wrote a book titled Herball or Generall 
Historie of Plantes. The book showcased the sweet potato and how the potato was to be prepared and 
consumed. Gerard explained that a sweet potato provides comfort, strengthens, and nourishes the 
body. It was implied that Henry VIII enjoyed large quantities of sweet potatoes, and favored a 
dish called spiced sweet potato pie (Harbster, 2010). 
 
The Candid Sweet Potato 
The first cookbook to contain a recipe for a glazed sweet potato was Boston Cooking School Cookbook 
in 1893. George Washington Carver was well-known for his utilization of a sweet potato. Carver 
invented over 200 recipes of the sweet potato just when the first recipe of a glazed sweet potato 
became published. During the United States in 1910, recipes of the candid sweet potato were becoming 
well-known and published in many cookbooks including Dishes from the Old South and International 
Jewish Cookbook. The Barrett Company Booklet of 1919 were credited for having the first candid 
sweet potato recipe with marshmallow topping published (Harbster, 2010). 

 Top Five Sweet Potato Producing States 
Sweet potatoes are not only a delicious and a satisfying vegetable, but they also 
provide nutrients. The sweet potato is a very popular vegetable in the Southeastern 
portion of the United States and unlike the Western portion of the United States 
it is a vegetable that is consumed mostly during the holiday season. Sweet potatoes 
are best grown in a warmer climate (Stark n.d.). Listed below are the top five 
sweet potato producing states: 

       (1.) North Carolina 
     (2.) Louisiana 
     (3.) California 
     (4.) Mississippi 
     (5.) Texas 

Article: A Sweet 
Potato History 
Author: Jennifer 
Harbster 
Website: 
https://blogs.loc.
gov/inside_adams/2
010/11/a-sweet-
potato-history/ 
Year: 2010 
URL: 
https://blogs.loc.
gov/inside_adams/2
010/11/a-sweet-
potato-history/ 
Publisher: Library 
of Congress 
 

Article: The Top 
Five Sweet Potato 
Producing States 
Author: Jackie 
Stark 
Year: n.d. 
Website: 
www.hunker.com 
URL: 
https://www.hunker
.com/13427447/the-
top-five-sweet-
potato-producing-
states 
 

https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
https://blogs.loc.gov/inside_adams/2010/11/a-sweet-potato-history/
http://www.hunker.com/
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Tis The Season 
“The Great Debate” 

 
“The Great Debate” 

During the holiday times many of us enjoy decorating our homes with festive holiday 
decorations including lights, candles, stockings, and more. Many of us recall our 
childhood memories of gathering around the Christmas tree and decorating the tree in 
either colored or white lights, hanging our favorite ornaments, and placing a topper on 
the tree. While many of us may enjoy decorating the tree, the agonizing part maybe 
selecting which type of Christmas tree we want to purchase either artificial or real. 
Years ago, Christmas trees were only available in real pine or fir until the 1930’s. A 
toilet bowl brush manufacturer, the Addis Brush Company created the first artificial 
Christmas tree (Brown, 2017). The great debate during the holiday times is deciding to 
purchase a real or artificial tree. There are pros and cons to each type of tree. The 
question is what type of Christmas tree will you select for this upcoming holiday season? 
 
Pros of an Artificial Christmas Tree’s 
(1.) Avoid Cutting Down A Tree – You can avoid cutting down a tree when an artificial tree is 
purchased (Brown, 2017). 
(2.) The Cost – An artificial tree may cost $78.00 and a real tree may cost $46. An artificial 
tree can be reused for several years to come compared to a real (Brown, 2017). 
(3.) Convenient – An artificial tree is convenient because it doesn’t need to be watered, 
needles or sap doesn’t need to be cleaned off the floor, and transporting the tree from store to 
home isn’t a major problem (Brown, 2017). 
 
Con’s of an Artificial Christmas Tree’s 
(1.) Manufacturing - Artificial trees are manufactured with metal and polyvinyl chloride (PVC). 
PVC is a non-biodegradable petroleum plastic (Brown, 2017). 
(2.) LED Lights – An artificial tree may come with lights already displayed on the tree. The 
lights may eventually burnout and can’t be removed from the tree (Brown, 2017). 
(3.) Storing The Tree: Most artificial tree’s are packaged in boxes and once removed from the 
box it may be hard to place the tree perfectly in the box (Brown, 2017). 
 
Pro’s of a Real Christmas Tree 
(1.) Treecycling – In North America there approximately 25 to 30 million Christmas trees sold, 
which results in 93% of recycled trees. A real tree is environmentally friendly because recycled 
tree’s can be turned into mulch and can help beach front erosion and prevention (Brown, 2017). 
(2.) Tree Farms: A tree farm can help provide more than 1 ton of C02 throughout their existence 
and each acre of tree’s can provide oxygen to 18 individuals (Brown, 2017). 
(3.) Employment: The Christmas Tree Industry helps provide jobs to nearly 100,000 Americans 
(Brown, 2017). 
 
Con’s of a Real Christmas Tree 
(1.) Agricultural Products – Christmas trees are grown as an agricultural product, which means 
they could have been sprayed with pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers (Brown, 2017).   
(2.) Environmental Impact – Real trees may not be accessible to everyone. Some trees may have had 
to travel several miles to reach their destination. This can lead to an effect on the environment 
regarding travel (Brown, 2017). 

Article: Real vs. Artificial Christmas Trees 
Author: Lori Brown 
Year: 2017 
Website: earth911.com 
URL: https://earth911.com/home-garden/real-vs-
artificial-christmas-trees/ 
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History of Laurel High School 
Military Academy 

 

History of Laurel High School – Military Academy 
The Laurel High School, which is now known as the 1921 building was constructed in 1921. The school 
cost approximately $250,000 to be built and opened the following year of 1922. The construction 
of the school was helped funded by Pierre S. Dupont. Mr. Dupont donated $200,000 to help build 
the school (The Evening Journal, 1925). Many people may have not known that the school was first 
operated as a Military Academy approximately between 1921 through 1926. The school was ran by 
Superintendent Lieutenant-Colonel A.E. Tanner. The school consisted of brigades, regiments, and 
companies that were made up by the students. The boys consisted of one company and the girls 
consisted of the other company. Many of the company leaders were entitled to wear their military 
uniforms (Recalling Laurel’s years as a Military Academy, 2018). The Bellman, which was the school 
magazine at the time, was published by the students of the Laurel High School (The Bellman, 1923). 
The Bellman included different school sports articles, students course schedule, photographs, 
advertisements and more. 
 
Why a Military Academy 
Dr. Frank Crane wrote an article in the 1924 edition of The Bellman the importance and benefits 
of why a school should be operated as a Military Academy. Dr. Crane suggested the benefits of a 
military academy includes: that a student will learn discipline, responsibility, and it will help 
strengthen a student’s physical development. He also believed if a school is operated as a military 
academy, that a student will learn decision making and instill obedience with not only their 
leaders, but with themselves. Lastly, Dr. Crane proposed that a student will have the ability to 
learn to work as a team if a school is running as a military academy (The Bellman, 1924). 
 
Laurel High School Courses 
When Laurel High School was operating as a Military Academy, the school was accredited with the 
State University and other high ranked colleges and universities. It was important to note that 
the Laurel High School was also accredited with the United States Military Academy at West Point. 
The high school students may have chosen either four courses to study, which included Academic, 
Scientific, Vocational Agriculture, and Vocational Home Economics. The elementary courses consisted 
of 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students. The elementary teachers were required to teach a special 
subject within each grade level. The goal of the elementary courses were to properly prepare 
elementary students for their high school courses (The Bellman, 1924). 
 
Military Training 
When the school operated as a Military Academy, students participated in physical training and 
athletics. Students performed Calisthenics and Butts Manual, where boys constructed wooden drill 
guns. The purpose of the drill was for students to keep their head and shoulders head held high 
and to move with a brisk pace. Students were required to perform commands quickly. Once the 
students had completed drill and physical training, students then marched to the auditorium for 
chapel. Chapel consisted of a short devotional practice, which included a song, scripture reading, 
and a brief prayer. Once Chapel was complete, students would march to their assigned classrooms. 
At 4:00 p.m. all students would march together for what they called a “Retreat.” A Retreat was 
where students would stand at attention and salute the American Flag while the flag was being 
lowered. The flag was lowered by the guard of students who were assigned to that special duty (The 
Bellman, 1924). 
Photograph: Courtesy of the Laurel Historical Society and cannot be reproduced without 

permission. 

Article: The Bellman 
Author: Laurel High School 
Students 
Year: 1923 & 1924 

Newspaper: The Evening 
Journal 
Year: February 27, 1925 
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